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Preface
This report is an account of the archaeological survey of the north shore of Inner Loch Hourn
carried out by members of the North of Scotland Archaeological Society (NOSAS), from the
2151to the 28thof April 2002.
A chain of events spread over 15 years led to this survey, some more significant than others.
The establishment of the Aberdeen University (AU) Certificate in Field Archaeology in 1996
has enabled many people from all walks of life to become better informed and to develop
some of the basic skills in archaeological field work. Those who have completed the course
are now spread out allover the Highland area. The first group of students to qualify decided
to form NOSAS as a means of staying in touch and continuing to develop their interest in
archaeology. Membership of NOS AS now exceeds40, and continues to rise steadily. Events
include field trips, and a spring and autumn short residential to survey an area in more depth.

In the secondyear of the AU coursethereis an assignmentrequiring studentsto prospectand
recordan areaof2sq KIn for archaeologicalremains. At the last minute late in 1999,John,
who washalf way throughthe AU course,changedhis mind over which areato look at and
decidedto havea look for sitesaroundthe headof LochHourn. Nothing spectacularturned
up, but manynew sitesnot in the SMR werediscovered,sufficientto persuadehim afterthe
assignment
was completed,to explorethe north shoreof Inner Loch Hournfurther,and it was
on a mid-Januaryday in 2000 thathe first cameon thenumeroussitesthat wereto be the
subjectof the detailedsurveyby NOSASin April 2002.
Membersof the NOSAScommitteemadea reconnaissance
visit in December2000,andafter
a memorablyrough boatjourney,walked backfrom Allt MhOghSgeirto Kinloch Hourn.
Plansfor the surveyweekwerethen workedout. Contactwith Tom Dawsonof the Scottish
Archaeologicaland Paleoenvironmental
Trust (SCAPE)wasmadeandhe very ably guidedus
throughto obtaininga grantfrom Historic Scotland(HS), to carry out the surveythenplanned
for April 2001. This datehadto be cancelleddueto the outbreakof foot and mouthdisease,
but we wereableto re-schedulefor April 2002.
Foursectionsfrom the projectdesignfor the surveyi.e. the introduction,projectaims,
historicalandarchaeologicalbackground,and a pieceon herringfishing, plus all of the
references,are includedwith this reportto provide furtherbackgroundinformation. Oneaim
of the surveywasto gain an insightinto the economyof the earliernative populationby
looking for cluesasto how the land might havebeenmanaged,in particularthe woodlands,
andGrahamTuley's report on this is alsoincluded.
NOSAShopesthatthis projectwill be ongoing,and thatthis reportis interim in nature,to
placea recordof whathasbeendiscoveredin the public domain,in an easilyaccessible
fonnat All of the NOSASmemberswho took part in the surveyare amateurarchaeologists,
andtherewill undoubtedlybe mistakesin our interpretationof someof the sitesfound. Much
more work in the field and by way of historical researchstill needsto donebeforewe canbe
at all sureaboutmanyissues.
The excellentmapsof the Sitesand MonumentsRecord(SMR), kindly providedby Highland
Council(HC), shouldbe regardedas indicativeonly. Duringthe courseof compilingand
editingthis reportit hasbecomeclear thatthereremainsomesmallerrorswith someof the
NationalGrid References(NGRs),which were all detenninedby GeographicalPositioning
System(GPS). Ten or twentymetrescanmakea lot of differenceat the principal scaleused
of I :5000. Also, we realisedduringthe courseof the surveythat severalof the smallerburns,
critical as freshwater suppliesto numeroussites,arenot shownon the OrdnanceSurvey
maps.
JW May 2003
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Introduction (extracted from the project designfor the survey)
Loch Hourn lies on the WestCoastMainlandof Scotland,andthe mouthof the loch
opensoppositeto the SleatDistict of the Islandof Skye,from which it separatedby
the Soundof Sleat. It alsolies on the boundarybetweenthe administrativeareasof
Lochaber,andKyle andLochalsh,both underthe control of the HighlandCouncil.
Loch Hourn is generally regarded as the best example of a fiordic sea loch in Britain.
It is 22.5km long, slightly dog-legged, and divides conveniently into three parts.
Loch Beag at Kinloch Hourn is just .9km long and .3km wide, separatedby narrows,
which almost dry out at spring tides, from the Inner Loch which is 7km long and. 9km
at its widest. The Outer Loch lies west of Barrisdale, bounded by the Knoydart
Peninsular to the south and the Glenelg Peninsular to the north. It gradually widens
over a further 14km to meet the Sound ofSleat. The Inner Loch is bounded by ridges,
rising to an average height of 2275ft (700m), with Sgurr a Mhaoraich at 3340ft
(1027m) guarding the head of the loch above Kinloch Hourn. The loch and
surrounding area is a National Scenic Area.
The effect on the sensesat Loch Hourn is dramatic, as the mountains reach down to
the sea loch on all sides. The hillsides above the north shore of the Inner Loch are
heavily wooded in places, mainly mixed deciduous in type, with one fragment of
native pinewood on steepcliffs. On the north shore west of Rasay and Amisdale,
there are extensive conifer plantations, on land that was previously covered in
oakwood. The south shore is more sparcely wooded but there is a notable pinewood
above the Inner Loch, native Caledonian in appearance,but possibly planted during
the latter part of the 18thcentury.
The area is one of the wettest in Scotland, averaging around 150 inches (3850mm) per
year. Three rivers and too many burns to count, tumble down into Loch Hourn.
During wet weather the loch is an ampitheatre of sound and vision, created by these
many watercourses.
Cultivable land is at a premium, and settlement both pastand present is focussed in
the main, but not entirely, on the small fluvial deposits along the shores. Today few
people reside permanently around Loch Houm, apart from the small communities at
Arnisdale and Corran. Employment is estate work, fish farming or tourism. In
summer several isolated farmhousesand cottages are occupied as holiday homes.
Many visitors come to go hill walking. Deer stalking is the main activity on most of
the estates,followed by sheepfarming. Small herds of feral goats, descendedfrom
those kept by the crofters of long ago, still frequent the wilder crags.
The 50 acre (20ha) woodland garden at Kinloch Houm was laid out between 1890 and
1905 by Robert Birkbeck, the great uncle of the present owner Henry Birkbeck, and is
well known for its collection of Tasmanian eucalyptus. Robert Birkbeck printed a
catalogue of the names of every plant in his garden in 1906, providing a unique

record.
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Whilst much of the 20th century and late 19thcentury history of the settlements and
people around Loch Houm has recently been published in the book "Arnisdale and
Loch Houm", by Peter English (January2001), beyond that, knowledge of the people
who populated these shore grows progressively dimmer, with the one exception being
the Forfeited EstatesRecords pertaining to Barrisdale Estate, dating to the secondhalf
of the 18thcentury.
The Royal Commission for the Historical and Ancient Monuments of Scotland
(RCHAMS), carried out a detailed survey of that part of the south shore of the Outer
Loch owned by the John Muir Trust, opposite to Arnisdale, in 1992. The report of
that survey will be available for study at Kinloch Hourn during the NOSAS survey
week, as will a copy of the book by Peter English, and all of the other books or
extracts listed in the references. Otherwise there are just a few general entries in the
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), relating to the south shore, and to part of the
north shore around Arnisdale. Some of the sites listed in the SMR have been
identified as a result of the RCAHMS First Edition Survey Project (1995 -2001). At
Kinloch Houm, Lochoumhead, Arnisdale and Barrisdale, extensive 19thcentury
developments, especially those of the late Victorian period, mask earlier settlements.
That Loch Hourn was a major seasonalherring fishery at times during the 18thand
19thcenturies is well known from the writings of early travellers, the Statistical
Accounts, and later Fishery Board records. Little is known on how this fishery
operated, how it developed over time, and how it impacted on the local population.
Many of the large number of archaeological structures recently identified by John and
various assistants,on the north shore of the Inner Loch in particular, most probably
relate to this fishery. Herring fishing is covered in more detail in a separatesection of
these notes.

Project Aims
1. Many of the foreshore and backshore sites have suffered from varying degreesof
erosion. A key aim of the project is to establish the present condition of these eroded
sites, assessthe risks to these sites for further damage, and to make recommendations
on possible stabilisation and conservation measures.
2. It would seem from the considerable extent, nature and position of cultivation
remains at Kinloch Hourn and Lochournhead, that there was a sizeable pre-clearance
settlement at the head of the loch. Today there are but few traces of dwellings from
that period. Progressing westwards down the Inner Loch as far as Barrisdale, there is
very little by way of obvious pre-clearance cultivation remains on either shoreline, but
there is a wealth of remains, varying greatly in character, of both permanentand
temporary dwellings. It is possible, in an area where good house sites are at a
premium, that later dwellings occupy older house stances. A further aim of the
project is to identify the extent of the various periods of settlement, and to gather
sufficient environmental information to give an insight into the economy of the earlier
native population.
3. The third aim of the project is to identify the full extent of seasonalfishing camps
and fishing stations around the Inner Loch, to see if there is evidence to justify
Pennant's observation of "multitudes of little occasional hovels and tents on the
shore" when he surveyed the scenesof herring fishing in 1792.

4. Thereappearsto be differencesbetweenthe natureand extentof remainson the
north shoreof the Inner Loch andthe southshore. The two shoreshave similar
numbersof houseruins but the northshorehas in addition,possibly90% of the
temporaryhutsand clearedboatlandings. The southshorehasa well developed
footpathlinking the clachans,but the almosttracklessnorthshorehasby far the better
woodlandresourceandmore obviouslargeenclosures.The final aim of the projectis
to seeif thereis anyevidencethatthe watersof Loch Houm, in dividing two great
historical estates,alsorepresented
a cultuml divide in earliertimes.
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Historical and Archaeolo2:icalBack2round
For possibly 1,000 years or more Loch Hourn has beenthe boundary between two
great estates,the relatively fertile Glenelg to the north, and infertile Knoydart to the
south. To what extent Loch Hourn was a boundary before then is open to conjecture

Mesolithic (earlystoneage)siteshavebeendiscoveredin Loch Sunartandthe Small
Islesto the south,on Skyeopposite,andaroundthe ApplecrossPeninsularto the
north, with anincreasingnumberof siteshaving beendiscoveredin recentyears. It is
hardto imaginethattheseearlypeopledid not ventureinto Loch Hourn on a seasonal
basis.Onepromisingcavesite hasbeenfound,just westof Arnisdale.
There are no known Neolithic or Bronze Age sites, but there is one intriguing
structure on the low lying headland at Caolasmor, which we should look at in detail
during our survey week. It has all the appearanceof a small eroded ring cairn c5m in
diameter with a single anomaly near its centre, but the structure may be no more than
the supporting cairn for a 19thC navigational aid!
Just over the hill from Amisdale, 7krn as the crow flies, are the Iron Age brochs of
Dun Telve and Dun Troddan in Glen Beag, and the half-broch of Dun Grugaig at the
head of that glen, guarding the passto Kinloch Houm. It is too much to believe that
these well established Iron Age people did not find their way around the headland into
Loch Houm. Maybe they too had a taste for the "sgadanbeag", or knew of the useful
cod fishing marks in Loch Houm.
There are also numerous dun sites on the south side of Skye and there is one known
dun site in Knoydart. There is no known evidence of the Picts or the Scots on Loch
Hourn-side, but there is one early graveyard in Knoydart and a very fine Early
Christian carved stone, with Scottish or Dalriadic associations,rather than Pictish.
There is a Catholic burial isle in Loch Hourn, close to Barrisdale called Eilean
Choinich. The burial isle has numerous plain stone head and foot markers, and
several flat grave slabs. Many more graves are marked by small cairns of stones,
which have become grassedover with the passageof time. Following a visit in 2001,
it became clear that parts of three rows of graves on the seaward side of the island
have been eroded. Possible graves and cairns lie partly cut away at the presentedge
of the eroding backshore. Precisely what period this burial isle relates to is open to
research.

The Norseperiodhereis asenigmaticasanywhereelseon the WestCoast. Evidence
existsof Norseinfluencethroughland assessment,
placenames,andtopographical
names. Kinloch Hournwasa 1 penny-land,a subdivisionof the Norseounceland(or
davach). The placenamesof BarrisdaleandArnisdaleboth suggestNorseinfluence,
andthe Norse way of nameinversion,whenthe expectedword orderis reversed,is
demonstratedby LadharBheinnin Knoydart,and by Buidhe BheinnaboveKinloch
Hourn.

Glenelg had traditionally belonged to the Kings of Man, and from the middle of the
12thcentury through to 1808 the Macleods of Dunvegan and Harris, with their strong
Norse connections, owned all of that part of Glenelg bordering the north side of Loch
Houm. From the mid 12thcentury the strongly Gaelic Macruari branch of the
Macsorleys, descendantsof Somerled, owned Knoydart to the south, a part of
Garmoran, the "Rough Bounds", the land lying between Loch Sheil in the south and
Loch Houm in the north. Knoydart later passedto the Gaelic Lordship of the Isles, in
the form of the Macdonalds of Islay, and from 1613, to their branch, the Macdonnels
of Glengarry, who held on until 1857.
Over a period of centuries the Macleods fought a rearguard action against the northern
ex~ansion of Somerled's family. For the whole of the 17thcentury and first half of the
18 century the people of Knoydart had a dreadful reputation for thieving and general
lawlessness,and were regarded as being the last refuge of native Catholicism in
Scotland.
Comparable cultural references for the people of Glenelg, have not yet come to light.
Maybe some of the people who lived on the north shore of Loch Hourn were involved
with their near neighbours to the south, but the Glenelg people may have been of
different stock, and had better land, so possibly they did not need to thieve to survive.

Thereare certainlymanymoreclearedboatlandingplacesand small hut ruins, by a
factor of at least12, onthe north shoreof the Inner Loch ascomparedto the south
shore. If theseruins areassociatedwith itinerantfishers,is this an indicationof
greatertolerance,or did theyjust preferthe sunny-sideof the loch?
Both Glenelg and Knoydart estateswent through a successionof 19thcentury
landowners and sub-divisions. It has not been possible to researchthe processof
clearance for sheepruns in Glenelg, but there is possible evidence on the ground e.g.
at Inbhir an Dubh Uillt, west of Torrachoit, of sheepclearancedwelling houses
clustered on very poor ground close to the shore, and again at Caolasmor and beyond.
In Knoydart where the estate was not sold until 50 years after Glenelg, the clearances
by the Macdonnels, as they rid the land of their kinsfolk to make it more saleable,are
both notorious and well documented. It is hard to say whether Skiary and several
other small stone built settlements on the south shore of the inner loch started as sheep
clearance settlements, or whether they are on the sites of much earlier settlements
where the houseswere all built of wattle and turf, known as "creel" houses. Skiary in
particular looks today as if a one time housing boom took place, possibly in response
to the developing herring fishery. There was an inn at Skiary for over 100 years,
remaining open until World War 2. What we do know is that throughout the late 18th
and the early 19thcenturies massive clearanceand emigration of the native peoples of
Glengarry, Glen Quoich and Knoydart took place.

On the groundat Kinloch Houm and at Lochournheadthereis evidenceof
pre- sheepclearancesettlement,in the form of low turf-wall housefootings,turfdyked enclosures,platforms,andextensivelazy beds.

The dating of the older part of Kinloch Houm Lodge and Stalkers Cottage is
intriguing. They were most probably built early in the late 18thcentury for an
incoming sheepfarmer, but whether the Macleods had the money to build them at that
time, or whether they were built by the first outside purchaserof the estate in 1807,
has not as yet been possible to find out. There are two very substantial stone dykes at
Kinloch Houm, one above the good grazing on the lower slopes and one just above
the cultivation remains on the flats, that may also relate to the same period as the
oldest part of the lodge and the cottage. These field walls were systematically robbed
for stone when the Lodge was extended and the gardenslaid out by Robert Birkbeck,
at the end of the 19thcentury. The only intact section of these walls to remain,
complete with turf cope, lies at the west end of the garden.
All the early censusreturns for the head of the loch were under the heading of
Lochournhead, (the south side of the river as we know it today), so we are left
guessing as to who lived on the north side of the river at Kinloch Houm. From an
examination of the Valuation Roll, 1876 is the first date when 2 houses with sepamte
shootings are recognised at the head of Loch Houm. Robert Birkbeck is recorded as
being the tenant of the Glenelg shootings and house at Kinloch Houm from 1877,
finally becoming the proprietor in 1892. The estatewas known then as Old Amisdale
Farm, and extended to c 14,OOOacres.It was after that date that Robert Birkbeck
extended the Lodge to its present form and laid out the woodland garden. He sold off
the land west of Caolasmor, what is now Amisdale Estate.

As the main focusof the estateschangedfrom sheepto shooting,a further clearance
took placeLochournhead.The 1851censusrecords5 families and31 soulsliving
there(3 shepherdsplus a "managerof sheepfarm"), whilst in 1861therewasjust one
family of5 soulsliving here(1 shepherd).
At Lochoumhead the farm was well developed over time and provided a living for a
tenant farmer until quite recently. All visible evidence of any earlier workings of the
haugh fields at Lochoumhead has long since been ploughed out. It is thought that the
drovers stance was somewhere on the tidal flats on the Lochoumhead side of the
river. At Kinloch Hourn, just over the bridge, it is quite a different story. The making
of a deep back-drain at the foot of the hill-slope was not possible, due to the proximity
of the rock-head, and the farm appearsto have been of less importance than the
gardensand deer stalking. The flats here are a tapestry of lazy beds, horse ploughing
rigs, peat diggings and more, which would be a study in itself to unravel. In a fine
location just above the flats, and close to the small burn, there is a possible substantial
burial ground, bisected by one of the sheepfarm dykes previously referred to. This
may confirm the total removal of the native population from here in the late 18th
century, for such a thing to have happened. This possible total clearanceof people is
in line with what is known to have happenedin nearby Glengarry and in other parts of
Knoydart around that time.
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Herrin2 Fishin2
Whilst rathermorehasto be said aboutthe herringfishing in orderto understand
someof the archaeologicalremainsaroundLoch Houm, this is but a sketchbasedon
the recordprovidedby the StatisticalAccounts,earlytravellers,governmentrecords,
the work of local historiansanda provisionalinterpretationof the archaeology.
Generally the history of the West Coast herring fishing is poorly documented
compared to the North and East Coasts Industries. The only exception to this
generality is the documentation of the Loch Fyne industry further south by Angus
Martin in his excellent book "The Ring Net Fishermen".
Over the centuries the key factors affecting the development of herring fishing in
Loch Houm have been the distance from essential supplies of salt and barrels for
curing, the distance from markets, and the poverty of the native population.
The Dutch, having perfected the processof curin& herring in salt, completely
dominated European herring fishing from the 12 century to the 17tl1century. They
evolved a fishing boat, called a herring buss, which with a crew of 17, took barrels
and salt to follow the herring shoals, and to catch them and cure them as they sailed
the open seas.

Fastcargovessels,or "Vent Jaggers"as theywereknown, followed the herringfleet
to whisk the barrelsof curedherring awayto marketsin MainlandEurope. Therewas
greatjealousyof this Dutchdomination,especiallyby England. Therewas manya
failed attemptto tax the Dutch or forcefully containtheir operationsby several
nations,includingEngland. It is no surprisethen, that Dutchfighting shipsalso
accompaniedtheir fishing fleet.
The Dutchmen went as far north as Shetland, starting fishing on the 24thJune. They
then fished their way down the North Seato finish up off the east Coast of England in
November. In 1618 it is said that there were as many as 3,000 Dutch busses at the
North Sea herring fishing.

I havefoundjust onereferenceto the Dutchbeingactive in the Hebrides,around
1550,so maybethey venturedinto Loch Hourn at that time, and later. Therearealso
written accountsof earlyDutchbussessendingout their own small catchingboats,
and of thembuying fish from local boats.
From the 17thcentury English bussesare known to have been built and one reference
notes that the Scottish West Coast Burghs "had long fished for herring by the mid 16th
century". Whether the latter was using Scottish built ships of buss type cannot as yet
be confmned, as the first reference to bussesbeing built at Greenock is not until 1720
-vessels of about 50 tons laden. By 1600 it is said that the East Neuk of Fife was
sending fleets of half decked "crears" to the Western and Northern Isles (a crayer
being a small trading vessel), thought to be something in between the usual Scottish

inshoreboatsandthe Dutchbusses The crearscould fish in seasonand carrycargoes
out-with.
In 1630 it is claimed that there were 200" bigish cowper boats" (a couper boit being a
herring buyers boat) dependenton up to 1500 small catcher boats to provide them
with herring. There is no detail of where these boats were fishing and most probably
they were East Coast.
A tax on imported salt was introduced in 1712, after the union in 1707, supposedlyto
protect the English salt industry (no word of the Scottish salt industry!). This tax was
to restrict small boat involvement in catching herring for over 100 years, under the
misguided notion held by governments of the time, that the Dutch buss method,
having worked well for the Dutch in the pastwas the best way forward for the United
Kingdom. The tax was finally repealed in 1825. Incentives to emulate the Dutch
system and to encourage export were introduced in the early 18thcentury by way of
tonnage bounties to build new busses,plus a generous bounty per barrel for curing on
the busses,and exemption of the salt tax for exports. Restrictions were placed on
board bussesto try to dissuadethem from buying herring from the small inshore
boats.
Busseswere built at Greenock and at Campbelltown. Clyde buss numbers are said to
have peaked at 294 in 1776. Forth bussesare also known to have fished the West
Coast lochs between 1771 and 1782. Campbelltown becamethe key port on the West
Coast for buss activity. However, although the bussescould follow the shoals with all
the essential supplies and cure on board, they could never match the catching
efficiency of the small 4 or 6 man inshore boats. Much of the small boat
catch in the 18thcentury and 19thcentury from Loch Fyne went to the fresh market in
Glasgow, but the government still wanted to encourage curing for export. So in
1786, whilst still giving bussesa reduced tonnage bounty to build, and 4 shillings per
barrel to cure, a bounty of 1 shilling per barrel was introduced for the small boats,
which later was increased in1795 to 2 shillings per barrel. Official restrictions on
curers purchasing from the small boats were also lifted.
By the turn of the 18thcentwy, busses it seemswere on the way out, except possibly
for journeying to the more distant fisheries such as Loch Hourn. William Daniel's
wonderful sketch of busseslying offSkiary in 1819 were most probably right at the
end of the buss era. No further referencesto busseshave been found after 1835.
Pennant in 1792 recorded scenesin Inner Loch Hourn of "an agreeableview of a
great fleet of busses,and all the busy apparatusof the herring fishery, with multitudes
of little occasional hovels and tents on the shore, for the accommodation of the crews,
and of the country people who resort here at this seasonto take and sell herring to the
strangers". From the First Statistical Account of Scotland 1795, we read" in Lochurn
they (the herring) make their appearanceso early as July, and continue from that
period to the middle of autumn. Here the bussesfrom the Frith of Clyde commonly
assemblefirst, besides a vast number of boats which crowd together from the
neighbouring parishes and isles adjacent. It is computed for some years back 30,000
barrels have been annually caught in this loch, but the want of salt preventsthe
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natives from turning to advantagethis bounty of Providence". This figure of 30,000
barrels attributed to Loch Hourn might just be taken with a pinch of curing salt, as the
same figure is quoted elsewhere for the whole of the West Coast during that same
period.
The practice of fishennen camping away from home is generally considered to be
very old, and was common practice until the First World War. Legislation passedin
1705, during the rein of QueenAnne, allowed fishennen "for their greater
conveniency to have the free use of all ports, harbours, shoars,fore-lands, and others
for bringing in, pickleing, drying, unloading and loading the same, upon payment of
the ordinary dues where harbours are built". This became known as the "Queen Anne
Charter", and in 1775 a more comprehensive act was passedgranting "free use of the
shores below the highest water mark, and of 100 yards inland of foreshore on waste or
uncultivated ground, for landing nets and casks, and erecting sheds for curing etc." In
addition to building crude huts on shore, tents were commonly used. Larger smacks
were also sailed to distant fishings and kitted out as accommodation for the crews of
the small catching boats.
Certainly in Loch Fyne, particular families became associatedwith certain bays for
temporary living on shore away from their home village, and this may well have been
the case in Loch Hourn, with crews from afar returning to the same huts and beaches
eachyear. Sometimes the boats were moored close into the shore, and often the
ballast was thrown out and the boats hauled up on wooden rollers. One of the more
interesting things to be found on one of the cleared beachesis a very corroded and
broken heavy iron pulley block with anti reverseratchet. From the late 18thcentury
small boat fishing, either drift netting or ring netting, dominated as the most efficient
method of catching, with shore based curing slowly becoming the norm. The key to
the eventual successof the Scottish herring industry, and to European dominance, was
effective government organisation to superintend and guaranteethe standardof
curing. However, if the herring in the remote sea lochs was to be harvested
successfully, the necessarysupplies had to be taken there, and the fitting out of fishing
smacks for this purpose by curers took over from the bussesfor these locations.
Curing could still take place on the smacksif the setting up of a temporary shore
based station was impractical. The curers smacks are said to have sometimes taken 2
or 3 small catching boats to the fishing on their decks, but in the main, they relied on
"local boats" to catch for them. Fast sailing cargo boats, and later steamers,were
used to transfer the barrels of cured herring from the smacks or shore stations to
market.
Until 1770, when salt storeswere built at Oban and Tobermory, the nearestbonded
warehouse for salt had been in Campbelltown, and until the salt tax was finally
repealed, "the want of salt" was the greatest drawback to the development of the
remote fisheries. At the time the salt tax was still imposed, curers had to account for
all salt used. With stories of West Highland fortunes being made in salt smuggling,
e.g. by the innkeeper at Inveroran, one can easily imagine contraband salt having
found its way to Loch Hourn.

In 1812 the new road from Invergarry to Lochoumhead, engineered by Thomas
Telford, was opened, primarily to facilitate the local Inverness-shire herring trade.
We know from the work of local historians that Amisdale and Skiary flourished in the
19thcentury, from the seasonalherring fishery. It is well recorded though that the
West Coast inhabitants as a whole never had much desire to fish for the herring,
preferring if they fished at all to work the long lines for cod or ling, which could be
preserved by drying. They were always said to prefer to work their "little bits of
arable land and to tend their stock", than to go to sea. The West Coast men who did
fish for herring were always playing catch-up with their East Coast cousins,
purchasing the second hand boats from them as they built their bigger and better boats
each season. Nets cost nearly as much as the boats, and it is recorded that the native
West Coast country folk could afford only a few suitable nets. Township families
tended to share small multi purpose boats and a net or two, so that should both the
herring and the curers appeartogether, they could join in the fishing.
Of significance is a Fishery Board statistic of 1882 which states "vast shoals of
herring in Loch Hourn, 780 boats catching, 80 vesselscuring on board, 10 steamers
carrying to market, in 1 week 10,000 crans (cl,OOOtons) landed. As well as local
men the fishery gave employment to nearly 4,000 Skye and South West Ross
fishemlen and associatedworkers who congregated for the season". But by 1900, the
industry on the West Coast had collapsed, and only 31 boats and 50 fishermen
remained at the fishery. Disastrous blank years were recorded from time to time
throughout the 19thcentury.
Herring fishing in the 20thcentury became increasingly spasmodic.

Survey Methodology
Twelve of the team members were based at Kinloch Houm, and were split into
smaller survey teams of two or three. Everyone was taken down the Loch by boat to
the survey areas by launch whenever possible. A smaller boat was used for flitting
between launch and shore, and for moving teams between areas separatedby
awkward or impassableterrain. Each team had a radio to keep in contact for health
and safety reasons. A base camp was established at Allt Mhogh Sgeir with two tents,
one of which was wrecked in a gale on day 2 of the survey. After a glorious early
April in 2002, the week of the survey was wet and windy every day except for one.

The surveywas mainly confinedto the coastalstrip, upto 200mdeep,andfomys
beyondthis were rare and only to exploreinterestinglooking ground. A planetable
surveyof the whole ofEilean Choinich,the smalltidal burial isle in BarrisdaleBay
was our intention, but the bad weatherrestrictedthis to just half of the isle. The main
targetto surveyall of the 6 KIn north shoreof Loch Beagand Inner Loch Houm. and
threesiteson the southshore,wasachievedby a sweepingup operationto coverone
or two isolatedsites,duringthe secondweekof May.
Here it must be recorded just how critical the timing is for survey work in areas
plagued by bracken infestation. On average, we feel that the end of April is the
optimum time, when vegetation is just beginning to green up, but before newly
emerging bracken fronds begin to obscure features. That said it was noticeable that
during the second week of May, certain features were made to stand out by the
greening up of grassyareas, but by that time new bracken fronds were up to 1m in
height and becoming a real nuisance. All survey needsto be completed by the 10iliof
May in any case, as this is the start of the midge season,and the midges beside Loch
Hourn are legendary in their numbers and venom.
A standard recording sheet for the survey was devised, and the completed record
sheets for each site, plus black and white and colour prints of each site, and also
general slides, fonD the archive for the survey. We devised a method of flagging each
site with a cane and small numbered plant label, to avoid the possibility of
overlapping survey teams recording a site twice. We agreed that the location should
be Loch Hourn, and that every feature should be recorded as an individual site with
our own discreet survey number, with sites being identified by the nearestand most
logical named feature on the 1:10,000 Ordnance Survey map.
All NGRs were identified using GPS. All sites recorded were entered into the
Highland SMR in August 2002.

It wasdecidednot to deliberatelylook for finds on this occasion,althoughthereare
temptingamountsof pottery,stonejar and glassfragmentsscatteredon the beaches
nearto someof the small huts.
A sketchplanof the coreareaat Allt Mhogh Sgeirwasmade,plus a plan of the
largestof the buildingsthere. An artist friend of Kinloch Hourn who hasvisited
severalof the sites,kindly producedsomesketchesof whatthe scenesmight have
lookedlike during the herringfishing seasontwo hundredyearsor more ago,andtwo
of theseare light-heartedlyincludedin the report.

GAZETTEER

~
Every featureandstructurerecordedhasbeenregardedasa site. with a discreetNOSAS
surveynwnber(not in anyparticularorder).and Highland SMRnwnber. This decisionwas
madewhenit wasrealisedthattherewere structuresbuilt within structuresmostprobablyof
differentperiodsand for differentpurposes.All photographsrelateto the NOSASnwnbers.
Sitesare generallylisted from eastto west,and havebeendrawntogetherby areaaccording
to the nearestnamedplaceor featureon the OrdnanceSurvey1: 10,000Map.
Introductorynotesaregiven for eachnamedarea.
Kinloch Houm
Most of the visible archaeologyat Kinloch Houm is of the Victorian Period,andstill
occupiedor fomling part of the estatepolicies. The low lying ground at the headof the loch
to the north side of the Loch HournRiver is a tapestIyof early cultivationremains,(areasof
intersectinglazy bedsand laterhorseploughedrig andfurrow), drainagechannels,peat
diggings,andthe remainsof a muchrobbeddry stonedyke. To recordthis areain detail
would be a minor project on its own, but the teamdid record2 interestingfeaturesasan
exerciseat the startof the surveyweek. JW alsorecordedthe footings of a smallhut at 260m
directly abovethe gardensat Kinloch Houm, found by accidentwhilst takinglandscape
photographs.
Site: 101, NGR: 95340669, SMR: NG90NWOO07. A linear earth feature approx 16m in
length, 2m wide overall and .1m max height. Associated with Site 102 adjacent, could be
possible flood protection bank for Site 102, or part of a droving stance, or a driving wall for
Site 102.

Site: 102,NGR: 95320670,SMR: NG90NWOO08.A rectilinearopenmouthedenclosure,
formed by 3 low doublesidedbanks. Approx 13mx 9mo/a. Appearsto havebeentruncated
by a laterhandcut ditch. Pwposeof structureunclear,mayhave beenan earlysheepfold,
possiblyfor shearing.
Site: 67, NGR: 95170758, SMR: NG90NWOO09. The low turf covered stone footings of a
small building, possibly a hut, sitting on a small knoll which commands superbviews to the
eastand west. Oval in shape, approx 5m long and a max of 4.5m wide external. There is a
small bum close by. Could be a sheiling, but it is rather close to the settlement below, or
could have been a look-out.

Ant Chadha Mhor
This is the distinctive steeppass, starting just above the Kinloch Hourn policies, through
which the path to Arnisdale goes. Only one site was recorded. The area was not a part of the
main study area.
Site: 68, NGR: 94660746, SMR: NG99NWOO44. Sits in a prominent position some 200m
outwith the policies. A distinctive sub rectangular building of dry stone construction, with
walls remaining in good condition to a max height of 1.2m. Approx 6m long by 4.5m wide
o/a. Commands a clear view from the doorway to the east. A short scramble up behind the
building affords a clear view down the ful1length of the Inner Loch, and the pass to
Arnisdale. A possible look-out. This is an isolated building with no other associatedsites.
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Glac nan Sgadan
This is generallythe areaof steeplywoodedslopesformingthe north side of Loch Beag,the
innermostpart of Loch Hourn, separatedfrom the Inner Loch by narrows,which are very
shallowat low tide. Loch Beagprovidesreasonablysheltereddeepwater anchorage.There
is clearevidenceof beachclearancefor boatlanding,and of individually clearedboat landing
places. Only onesinglebuilding, the footings of a smallhut, havebeendiscoveredto date,
despitemuch carefulsearching.Thereappearto havebeenmanyfalls of bouldersfrom the
steepslopesabove,which confusethe presentdaysceneat the shoreline.
The clearedlandingplacesfoWldare relatively closeto the settlementsat Lochournhead,and
Kinloch Hourn. The landingplacesare right besidethe deeperwater,and indeedonly
accessiblecloseto high tide. Campingand fishing activity by outsidersso closeto the
settlementsmight not havebeenwelcome,andthe relativeabsenceof huts in comparisonto
the Inner Loch might suggestthatthe localsusedthe landingplacesherewhen shoalsof
herringcameright up into Loch Beag.This bearsin mind thatfishing took placeat night, and
thatthe regularcreeksfor haulingboatsout at the headof the loch dry out completelyat low
tide. Also takinginto accountthe historicalrecord of vastshoalsbecomingstrandedin Loch
Beag,it could be that beachbasedring netting took place,with fishermenleft on shore
holdingoneend of the net, anda small boat rowing out androWld in a semicirclebackto the
beachto trapthe fish.
Site: 51, NGR: 94300736, SMR: NG90NWO153. A cleared landing place, approx 2m in
width at the seaward end, on the beach at the foot of a steep south facing slope.
Site: 52, NGR: 94260735, SMR: NG90NWO154. A cleared landing place formed on the
beach with a single entry channel from the sea, leading to 3 possible bays at the head of the
beach. This area of beach is somewhat confused by the tumble of boulders from the steep
slopes above.
Site: 54, NGR: 94240735, SMR: NG90NWO155. The low vegetation covered boulder
footings of a sub-rectangular hut, c 3m x 2m internal, sitting on a small level platform, cut
into the hill-slope, and revetted at the front. Situated a short distance up from the beach.
Small burn nearby.
Site: 53, NGR: 94230734, SMR: NG90NWO156. A cleared landing place, by way of a 20m
wide area of cleared beach, with a confusion of large boulders which may have come down
from the slopes above.
Site: 151, NGR: 94190736, SMR: NG90NWO210. A level platform cut into the bill-slope
some distance above the shoreline. Size c 5m x 2.5m. No evidence of any structure.
Site: 72, NGR: 94020733, SMR: NG90NW0240. Recorded May 2003. A cleared landing
place, visible only from the water without some steepscrambling. C 2m wide, short, only
accessiblenear to high tide.
Site: 73, NGR: 9400733, SMR: NG90NW0241. Recorded May 2003. A rough platform
formed with 2 side of large boulders, alongside landing place Site72, possibly used as a
quayside I storage area. Eroded by the sea.

Site: 71, NGR: 94020734,SMR: NG90NW0242. RecordedMay2003. An erodedrough
platformalongsidelandingplaceSite70. "Arrow" shapedc 205mx 3m, formed by edgesof
largeboulders. Erodedby the sea.

Site:70, NGR: 94020734,SMR: NG90NW0243. RecordedMay 2003. A shortlanding
placec 2m wide at the top. This is the last landingplaceheadingwest on the north shoreof
Loch Beag.

Caolas an Loch Beag
This is the tidal narrowsat the entranceto Loch Beag. Thereis evidenceof buildingscloseto
the shoreline,with a smallareaof lazy bedsalongside,and anothermuch largerareaof lazy
bedssomedistanceup the hillside. Higherstill, thereis evidenceof furtherland improvement
andmore lazy beds,which mayor may not be associatedwith the buildings downnearto the
shore.Directly opposite,on the southbank of the narrows,(not in the surveyarea),arethe
footings of two more smallrectilinearbuildings anda few lazy beds. At a low springtide the
occupantsof the two sideswould havebeenableto conducta conversationover the narrow
channel.
Site: 7, NGR: 93850729,SMR: NG90NWO195.3 smallplatforms,possiblynatural or
enhanced,just abovethe shorebut well abovethe high tide line, which could havebeenused
for tent campingor for storage.
Site :6, NGR: 93770704,SMR: NG90NWO194.The footings of 2, possibly3 buildings, all
adjoining,just abovethe shoreline.The centralbuilding is the mostdefmedof the group,and
is sub-rectangular,
c 3.5mx 2.5minternally. The possiblebuilding to the eastmayhavebeen
a storagehut or boatshelter,whist the scantremainsto the westmayhavebeena more
temporarybuilding, or net dryingI repairingarea. Thereis alsoa small Unrecordedplatform,
in one comerof the substantial stonybeachfronting the buildings,formed by a singlecourse
retainingwall of largeboulders,now erodedby the sea.
Site: 5, NGR: 93760741,SMR: NG90NWO193.An areaof7lazy bedscloseto building
Site6, with a small bum runningdown throughthe area.The bedsarec 1.5to 2m wide, and
5.5mto 8.5mlong. They are well sheltered.A possiblepathruns abovethe bedsup to
anotherareaof lazy beds,andthe pathwhich goesfrom Kinloch Roum to Torrachoit.
Site: 251, NGR: 93690753,SMR: NG90NWO150.A substantialarea,c 60m x 20m. of lazy
bedson steepgroundaboveSites 5 and6. The areais now cut by the unmadepathto
Torrachoit.
Site:252, NGR: 93680154, SMR:NG90NWO151. An oval enclosure just above the area of
lazy beds (Site 251). SUlToWldedby possible man made earth banks and large stones. Size c
9m x 1m.

Ant a Choire Reidh
The Allt a ChoiceReidh is one of the mostsubstantialrivers flowing into Loch Hourn. It has
a spectacularwaterfall about300minland from the shoreline.Below the waterfallthereis a
hugeareaof boulder strewnoutwash,maskedby heavybrackeninfestation. Branchingoff
eastfrom the main watercourseare2 sidevalleys headinginto steepcliffs, the latter
frequentedonly by feral goatsanddeer. Nearerto the shorelineis a large enigmaticlevel
grassyarea,alsoinfestedby bracken,and todayverywet. It is a difficult areato prospectand
record,mainly dueto thebrackenandboulderson the outwash.
A considerablenumberof structureshavebeenidentified, possiblysheilinghutsand their
associatedenclosures,and possiblysomeploughedrig and furrow on the level groundnearto
the shore. The areais very exposedto the westerlywinds comingstraightdownthe loch.
Someof the sitesawayfrom the shoreline,and outwiththe main survey,wererecorded
briefly for generalinterest. As thereis no evidenceof anyfarmsteadhere,the areamayhave
alwaysbeensummersheilings,possiblyfor the settlementsat the headof the loch.
Site: 255, NGR: 93590772,SMR: NG90NWO145.A possiblerectangularsheilinghut
measuringc 5mx 3.5mexternally,with earthand stonefootings remainingto a heightof c
.3m,anda spreadof clm.
Site: 253,NGR: 93720761,SMR: NG90NWO152. Cultivationremainson the bealach
betweenCaolasan Loch Beaganda smallvalley leadingdownto the Allt a ChoireReidh. It
comprisesof an areaof lazy bedsandan areaof improvedgrassland,measuringc 40mx 20m
in total. A further smallareaof lazy bedslie a shortdistanceup a little sidevalley.
Site: 258, NGR: 93500774,SMR: NG90NWOl48. A small brackencoveredenclosurec 3m
x 2.5m seton a revettedplatfonn. A possibleanimalpen.
Site: 55, NGR: 93500760,SMR: NG90NW0209. Cultivationremainscomprisedof 4 broad
rigs, c 68m longand 6m wide. Rig heightclm. The associatedphotographhasthe 4
surveyorsstandingin the furrowsbetweenthe rigs to emphasisethe form of theseremains. It
is possiblethattheserigs werehanddug, but it is alsopossiblethat a horsewas walked over
from Kinloch Hourn,and a ploughbroughtin by boat. This plot is extremelyexposedto
westerliesand subjectto saltspray,being adjacentto the shoreline. Not conduciveto
growingarablecrops. No nearbybuildings.
Site: 256, NGR: 93530773,SMR: NG90NWO146.A small roughly circular enclosure,c 5m
in roam,but with one straightwall. The remainsconsistof a line of brackencoveredstonesto
c 2m in height.
Site: 257, NGR: 93530777,SMR: NG90NWO147.Cultivationremainsconsistingof a small
areaof lazy beds.
Site: 56, NGR: 93550760,SMR: NG90NWO157.A small enclosure,possiblya small
animalpen, setundera rock face,c 2m x 2m internallyformed mostly by rock flakes seton
end.
Site:152,NGR: 93500762,SMR: NG90NW0211. A clearancecairn c 2m in diarn,most
probablyassociatedwith the lazy bedsSitel53 nearby.
Site: 153,NGR: 93450762,SMR: NG90NW0212. Cultivationremainscomprisinga small
areaof 6 lazy beds,c 6m long and 1.1mwide.

Site: 259, NGR: 93490768,SMR: NG90NWO149.3 clearancecairns,the largestbeingc
3mx 2m and .5m in height. Possiblyassociatedwith the areaof lazy bedssome30m up
slopeto the NE.
Site: 13, NGR: 93450768,SMR: NG90NW0201. VariousstructuresfomIing a complexof
possiblebuildingsandenclosures,with an adjacentareaof lazy beds. The remainsare
brackencoveredfootings with somestoneshowingto c .25mhigh and .5mwide. Thereare 2
enclosures,and a building c 3m square.Thereare3 lazy bedsc 18mlong and 2m wide.
Site: 9, NGR: 93430764,SMR: NG90NWO197. Variousstructuresheavily coveredin
brackenfomling a possiblesheilingsite. Straightline settingsof stoneswith gaps,curved
settingsof stonesanda shortsectionof two courses,indicatea possibleenclosureand2 more
indistinctstructures.
Site: 10, NGR: 93430765,SMR: NG90NWO198.A possiblestructureindicatedby a
numberof largestonessetin a straightline. Site very heavilyinfestedwith bracken,the
removalof whichwould be essentialto confmn the natureof this site.
Site: 8, NGR: 93400760,SMR: NG90NWO196.A possiblehut in an areaof heavybracken
infestation,indicatedby a raisedareaof stonescatterwith sufficientdefinition of the edgeto
indicatea possiblestructure. Closeto the mouth of the river. The site could havebeen
erodedby floodingandthe sea.
Site: 12, NGR: 93400765,SMR: NG90NW0200. A complexsite of 3 possiblestructures,
indicatedby subcircular settingsof stonesin heavily brackeninfestedground. Possible
enclosuresor buildings. The bestdefinedstructureis a possiblehut c 3m in diarn. The raised
natureof the site indicatesa possiblesheiling.
Site: 14, NGR: 93390763,SMR: NG90NW0202. 3 possiblestructures,eitherenclosuresor
huts. The most clearlydefmedis indicatedby sub-rectangular
footings c 4m squareexternal.
The generallyraisedsite indicatesa summersheiling.
Site: 11, NGR: 93390763,SMR: NG90NWO199. A complexraisedsite. 3 possible
structuresin heavily brackeninfestedground,indicatedby a row of largestonesthat maybe
the baseof a wall, and a semicircular settingof stonespossiblypart of anotherbuilding. The
raisednatureof the site againmayindicatea summersheiling.
Site: 57, NGR: 93360770,SMR: NG90NWO158.A smallfield or enclosure,formedby the
river on oneside,the beach,andthe remainsof a dry stonewall on the third side.

Torrachoit
The occupiedcottageat Torrachoitwas built by RobertBirkbecklate in the 19thC,primarily
asa watchershouse,presumablyfor deerpoacherscomingin by boat. The cottagesits on a
fine southfacingsite, closeto the shorein a shelteredbay. The site may well havehad earlier
dwellings on it. Recordingherewasrestrictedto unoccupiedstructuresand featuresonly.
The only cultivableground,apartfrom the enclosedcottagegarden,lies somedistanceto the
west. The boulderstrewngroundaboveTorrachoitrises continuouslyand steeply,with many
exposedcrags,until extensivepeatdiggingsarereached.Therearealso severalsubstantial
boundarydykes,of turf construction,rising way up the hill-slope, none of whichhavebeen
recorded.

Therearenwnerousclearancecairnson the moundedbrackencoveredpeninsularbetween
Torrachoitand Inbhir an Dubh Uillt, andalsothe indicationsof drains,but there isn't a lazy
bed to be found. The nearbyhousesat Inbhir an DubhUillt haveno obviouslyassociated
cultivableground. How the landwas divided up and how it wasworkedremainsa mystery.
Therearethe remainsof a typical 19thCiron fence,more or lessenclosingthe peninsular.
Therearealso2 possiblequarrysites. The bestpreservedsheepfoldon Kinloch HournEstate
is situatedon low lying groundbetweenTorrachoitand Inbhir an DubhUillt.
Site: 58, NGR: 93240785,SMR: NG90NWO159. A smallenclosure,c 6m x 5m externally,
definedby mosscoveredstonefootings. Situatedon a wet but level areaaboveandto the
eastof the cottage.
Site: 265, NGR: 93120787,SMR: NG90NWO139.An elongatedrectangulargrasscovered
platform, cl5m x 3m, cutinto the hillside. Possiblya site for a temporarybuilding, or a
cultivationterrace.
Site: 59, NGR: 93120782,SMR: NG90NWO160.A clearedlandingplace,c 3m wide
leadingup to a small level grassyareawith the stonefootings of a possiblesmallhut.
Site: 264, NGR: 93110790,SMR: NG90NWO140.A clearancecairn of mixed sizedstones,
c 3m long and 1mhigh, built up againsta largeboulder.
Site: 263, NGR: 93100789,SMR: NG90NWO142. A circularmosscoveredclearance
cairn, c 2m in diam and .6mhigh.
Site: 262, NGR: 93090789,SMR: NG90NWO141.A roughlysquareclearancecairn of
largeboulders,c 1.5mx 1.5mand 1mhigh.
Site: 260, NGR: 93090787,SMR: NG90NWOl44. A circular clearancecairn, c 3m in diarn
and .7m high.

Site: 261, NGR: 93080786,SMR: NG90NWOl43. A clearancecairn, c 3m long and 1.5m
wide, with a height of .4m.
Site: 60, NGR: 93070788, SMR: NG90NWO161. A circular clearance cairn, c 1m in diarn.
Site: 61, NGR: 93070787, SMR: NG90NWO162. A circular clearance cairn, clm in diarn
Site: 62, NGR: 93060786, SMR: NG90NWO163. A circular clearance cairn, c 1m in diarn.

Site: 270, NGR: 93050787,SMR: NG90NWO134.A possiblestructurewith low earth
banksfom1ingthe wall footings. Size,c 4m long and 3m wide. Brackencovered.
Site: 63, NGR: 93050785, SMR: NG90NWO164. A circular clearance cairn, c 1m in diam.

Site: 64, NGR: 93050784,SMR: NG90NWO165.A circularclearancecairn c 1m in daim
Site: 269,NGR: 93040787,SMR: NG90NWO137.A circular clearancecairn, c 4m in diarn
and .7m in height,with a horse-shoeshapedopeningto one side.
Site: 268, NGR: 93030787,SMR: NG90NWO135.An oval clearancecairn, c 4m x 2m, and
.5m in height.

Site: 65, NGR: 93030786,SMR: NG90NWO166.A circular clearancecairn, clm in diam.
Site: 266, NGR:93020786, SMR:NG90NWO138. A possible quarry site, with a rear face
height of c 4m, and some 4m deep, and 5m wide. Situated reasonably close to the sheepfold,
Site 154.
Site: 154, NGR: 93010792, SMR: NG90NW0213. A substantial sheepfold, c17mx 14m
overall. Standing walls of dIy-stone construction to an average height of 1.6m, with a turf
cope. Walls at base clm wide, tapering to c.5m at the top, roughly coursed. Some evidence
of stone robbing on one side.
Site: 267, NGR: 93010788, SMR: NG90NW0136. A possible quany site, c 13m long and
3m wide, with a face height of c 1.5m. Moss and tree covered.
Site: 66, NGR: 93010785, SMR: NG90nwO167. A circular clearance cairn, clm in diam.

Inbhir an Dubh ViIlt
This is a small bay just west ofTorrachoit, and directly opposite to Skiary on the south shore.
A substantial bum comes down from the Lochan Torrachoit, high on the ridge above. The
catchment for this lochan is very peaty, possibly reflecting in the name of the bum.
There are the remains of four substantial dwelling houses at lnbhir an Dubh Uillt, three of
which sit close to the shore-line, in what today is very boggy ground. The fourth house sits
some 60m or so back from the seaand close to the burn. These houses appear as unroofed on
the first edition ordnance survey, but to date we have not found historical records for a
settlement here. The intriguing thing is that within all but one of the houses there are the low
walls of later small huts, constructed by robbing out the walls of the main buildings. Clearly,
after abandonmentof the houses,another group of people moved in who required only small
temporary accommodation. We are deducing that they were some of the seasonalherring
fishermen.
The nearby beach is stony, and there is no real evidence of clearance for boats, but this bay is
quite exposed, and over time any clearance could have beenredistributed. There are no
obvious working areas or drying greens in the vicinity of the houses, nor is there any
cultivable land near to hand. The slopes above are strewn with boulders and very steep. We
can only assume that the original occupants of the houses had a share of the peninsular
between here and Torracoit, where the many clearance cairns are, and that they also made a
living in part from the sea.
Just west of this settlement a substantial area of predominantly oak woodland reaches right
down to the shore.
Site: 273, NGR: 92960793, SMR: NG90NWO131. The remains of a rectangular stone built
hut, c 4m x 3m external, lying within and on the eastside of the larger building Site27 1.
Walls of rough stonework, standing to c 1m in height. There is no evidence of an entrance.
A substantial multi stemmed ashtree is growing up in the middle of this structure.
Site: 272, NGR: 92960793, SMR: NG90NWO132. The remains of a second rectangular hut,
c 4m x 3m external, lying within and to the west side of the larger building Site 271. Walls
of rough stonework stand to c 1m.

Site: 271, NGR: 92960793, SMR: NG90NWO133. The remains of a substantial rectangular
building, most probably a dwelling house, c 9m x 5m external, in wet boggy ground. The
remaining wall footings are in two parallel courses,and c .8m in overall width, with square
comers, inside and out. There is no evidence of an entrance, or of internal walls. There is
much tumble to the inside in addition to Sites 272 and 273.
Site: 157, NGR: 92940795, SMR: NG90NWO215. The remains of the walls and the
footings of a substantial building, most probably a dwelling house, c 9m x 3m external, with
later internal alterations. Outwith and to the south of the main building is a revetted level area
with the revetment faced by stone. The original entrance on the south side appearsto have
been made up when the building was altered. The back wall is revetted into the hillside with
a drainage ditch above.
Site: 156, NGR: 92940795, SMR: NG90NWO214. The substantial remains of a small
rectangular hut, c 2.5m x 2m internal, built within the eastside of Site 157. The hut was built
with secondary walls within the outer walls of the larger building. The west side of the older
building appearsto have beenrobbed for this purpose. There is also a possibility that this hut
may have been used at a later date as an animal pen.
Site: 20, NGR: 92930790, SMR: NG90NW0208. This site lies away from the shore and the
other houses,between the main bum and a secondarybum. 2 possible structures are indicated
amongstthe boulder outwash by straight line settings of stones, but they are less visible than
the other buildings nearby. Only excavation would reveal more.
Site: 18, NGR: 92920792, SMR: NG90NW0206. The remains of a building c 7 .5m x 4m
overall, a possible dwelling house, close to the shore-line, in wet boggy ground. The comers
are rounded inside and out. Within the primary wall footings of this building, are the remains
of a small hut, Site 19. The original house doorway to the south appearsto have been blocked
up. Outwith the building on the south side there is probably a cobbled path clm wide.
Site: 19, NGR: 92920792, SMR: NG90NW0207. The remains of a small hut, built within
the footings of Site 18. The hut measuresc 4m x 3.5m external.
Site: 15, NGR: 92910792, SMR: NG90NW0205. The remains of a substantial building,
probably a dwelling house, c 9m x 4m, built close to the shore-line in wet boggy ground.
Only the lower walls remain to 2 or 3 courses,as the walls have been substantially robbed to
build 2 smaller huts, Sites 16 and 17, within the walls of the primary building. The building
appearsto have had a paved area at the west end, and along the front, with a drain and
retaining bank at the rear.
Site: 16, NGR: 92910792, SMR: NG90NW0204. The tumbled remains of a rough stone
built hut at the west end of Site 15, c 325m squareinternal.
Site: 17, NGR: 92910792, SMR: NG90NW0203. The tumbled remains of a second hut
inside Sitel5, but smaller at c 2m internal, and built at the east side.
Site: 85, NGR: 92870795, SMR: NG90NWO168. A dry-stone boundary wall, roughly built
using medium to large boulders. This wall starts at the shore-line and runs uphill. Editors
note: this wall is known to continue up as far as Lochan Torrachoit, and at some point it
changes from stone construction to turf. Another turf wall heads off in a westerly direction at
an angle to this wall above Glac an Tobair.

Glac an Tobair
Almost a kilometre of shore-line covered under this name. There are increasing numbers of
cleared landing places and associatedhut remains. The woodland descends steeply to the
shore in several places. Several of the best preserved huts are also in this area.
The "long dyke" also starts here and progressesup from the shore then westwards on
approximately the 90m contour for about I.SkIn. and finishes abruptly at the Ant MhoghSgeir. This same dyke project was also started from a western position at Rubha Leac an
Aoil, opposite to the Barrisdale moorings, when it was taken in an easterly direction as far as
the A1lt Granda. The 2 kIn in middle was never completed, and it remains a mystery as to
why this "long dyke" project was started and what event caused it not to be completed.
Site: 284, NGR: 92720793, SMR: NG90NWOI06. The low walls of a hut, c 2m internal,
built on a sloping platform using a small in situ crag as the back wall. Tumble on the floor of
the structure, and bracken covered.
Site: 283, NGR:92710792, SMR: NG90NWOIO5. A possible hut platfoflll cut into the slope
just above the shore-line, revetted on the lower side, bracken covered, c 2m x 2m internal.
Site: 21, NGR: 92700789, SMR: NG90NWOOI9. A cleared landing place, c 8m in width.
This is one of the largest and best cleared landing places on the north shore of the Inner Loch
apart from those still in use at Caolasmor and Torrachoit.
Site: 285, NGR: 92700719, SMR: NG90NWOI07. A platfonn, possibly for a temporary hut
or for storage at or slightly below the high water mark as it is today, defined by a squarish
stone setting, to enclose an area roughly 2.5ro square.
Site: 22, NGR: 92690792, SMR: NG90NWOO20. A tiny structure, oval in shape, cl.5m x
1m, close to the shore-line. Bracken infested.
Site: 23, NGR: 92680792, SMR: NG90NWO021. A sub rectangular structure on the
shoreline, formed by an edging of boulders, c 3m x 4m. The likely fill to form the original
basehas all been washed out by the sea. May have been a hut, or a storage area handy for the
nearby landing place.
Site: 24, NGR: 92680792, SMR:NG90NWO022. The stone and boulder footings of a
circular hut, c 3m x 2m internal. There is a possible associatedstructure not recorded close
by, in the form of a small circle of stones below high tide level, which could be another
washed out loading / unloading platform.
Site: 286, NGR: 92670792, SMR: NG90NWOI08. A substantial cleared landing place, c 6m
wide, and extending 10m down the beach. 2 large boulders on the shore-line may have been
tying up points.
Site: 287, NGR: 92650794, SMR: NG90NWOI09. The boulder footings ofa roughly
constructed, oval shapedhut, c 2m at its narrowest internal. Several large in situ boulders
incorporated into the walls of the structure. There is a small rough platform alongside.
Site: 158, NGR: 92620794, SMR: NG90NW0216. A cleared landing place with a main
slipway c 26m long x 4m wide, leading into 3 separatebays at the shoreline for boats to lay
up.

Site: 159, NGR: 92020794, SMR: NG90NW0217. A small 3 sided structure on the high
water mark fonned from large boulders and stones. Possibly a storage or loading platfonn.
Site: 88, NGR: 92580791, SMR: NG90NWOl71. One ofapair of the best preserved huts
beside Loch Hourn. A generally squarebuilding, c 3m x 2m internal, constructed from large
boulders and slabs. Beside the entrance on the south side there is a setting of 2 upright slabs
with a gap between, filled with small stone tumble, under which there is charcoal, indicating
that it was a flfeplace. The site is heavily bracken infested, and removal of dead bracken
from the floor area indicated that the floor was paved
Site: 87, NGR: 92560792, SMR: NG90NWO170. The second hut paring with Site 88. The
remains consist of bracken infested wall footings or low walls, roughly circular in shape,c 2m
in internal diarn. Close-by is a very small structure consisting of a large slab sitting on 2 flat
topped boulders. This may have been a larder for the 2 huts.
Site: 25, NGR: 92580795, SMR: NG90NWO023. A small oval structure of a single stone
setting, set against a rock face on a level platform. There is another possible "larder" close-by
formed of a slab on top of 2 boulders.
Site: 289, NGR: 92550787, SMR: NG90NWOlll.
The moss and bracken covered boulder
footings or low walls of a rectangular hut, c 3m x 2.5m external. A possible semi circular
platform nearby at a lower level.
Site: 288, NGR: 92550788, SMR: NG90NWOII0. A structure below the shoreline fomIed
by a circular setting of large stones,c 2m diam internal, utilising a large in situ boulder as one
"wall".
Site: 86, NGR: 92550789, SMR: NG90NWO169. A cleared landing place, c 25m long,
narrowing from c 2m wide at low water level to 4m wide at the top, leads to 5 places to lay up
a boat.
Site: 301, NGR: 92510787, SMR: NG90NWO113. In the lee ofarocky bluff, the stone
footings or low walls of a small rectangular hut, c 3 .5m x 3m external, with a possible semi
circular platform to one side. A small circular area beside the entrance to the building might
have been a hearth.
Site: 300, NGR: 92510787, SMR: NG90NWO112. A cleared landing place, c 9m long,
2.5m wide at the top, narrowing to 1.5 m lower down.
Site: 89, NGR: 92500791, SMR: NG90NWO172. A cut channel or trench. leading from a
small burn down to a platfonn at shore level. The channel is c .3m deep and 1m wide, and
appearsto have been re-dug and diverted at least once. Editors note: a similar but less
dramatic channel has been recorded leading to platfonns on the south shore near to Fraoch

Eilean.
Site: 26, NGR: 92480783,SMR: NG90NWO024.Two grassyplatfonns with somepossible
structuralstepsbetween,and possiblypaved,closeto the shoreline,which couldhave been
usedfor storage.
Site: 27, NGR: 92480783, SMR: NG90NWO025. 2 or possibly 3 cleared landing places
meeting at the shoreline.

Site: 302, NGR: 92390780, SMR: NG90NWOl14.
2.5m wide.

A cleared landing place c 12m long and

Site: 303, NGR: 92380780, SMR: NG90NWOl15.
3m wide.

A cleared landing place, c 12m long and

Site: 304, NGR: 92370779, SMR: NG90NWOl16.
3.5mwide.

A cleared landing place, c 11m long and

Site: 305, NGR92360776, SMR: NG90NWOl17.
down and 2m wide at the top.

A cleared landing place, c 3m wide lower

Site: 28, NGR: 92360780, SMR: NG90NWO026. The square shaped, slightly bow fronted,
boulder footings of a small hut, c 1.5mx 1.5m internal. Heavy bracken infestation.
Site: 307, NGR: 92360781, SMR: NG90NWO119. A roughly rectangular platform, maybe
for a hut or other temporary structure, c 2.5m long x 1.5m wide. Appears to have a slab floor.
Site: 90, NGR: 92350780, SMR: NG90NWO173. The boulder footings or low wall of a
small circular hut, c 3m internal, built just below the start of the "long dyke" boundary wall.
A possible platform area close-by.
Site: 306, NGR: 92340777, SMR: NG90NWOl18. Dry-stone boundary wall nicknamed the
"long dyke" for easyreference. Well built with a turf cope, but somewhatruinous near to the
shore. Heads NNE to start with then veers west higher up, to contour at around the 90m
level.
Site: 164, NGR: 92260775, SMR: NG90NW0222. A cleared landing place, c 38m long x
2m wide. Hut Site 163 lies immediately above.
Site: 163, NGR: 92260775, SMR: NG90NW0221. A stone built hut, c 3m x 2m internal,
with walls remaining to .8m high, set under a steeplywooded and boulder strewn slope. A
seemingly inaccessible place to land a boat and build a hut, but the evidence is there.

CRapan t Sear
This proved to be a most interesting area, as it is almost certain that a farmstead once
occupied much of the ground here, with the dwelling house being close to the shore in the
shelter of the Cnap an t Sear. To date, no historical evidence has been found referring to this
place, but higher up above the house site there is a remarkably well laid out field system, with
walls and ditches, and areasof lazy beds, which will require considerable further survey.
Doubtlessly there will also be a sheiling site to be found.
There is clear evidence of later alterations to the main house with one or possibly 2 hut
structures built within it. The surveying and recording was done at the end of a blustery wet
day, when the whole team had walked in from Kinloch Hourn. Fortunately, the wind abated
enough for the launch to come and pick everyone up, or it would have felt like an even longer
walk back to base.

Site: 308, NGR91880761, SMR: NG90NWOI02. The remains of a small oval hut, c 3.5m x
2.5m. The back wall is formed by a crag some 5m high. The walls are made of rough
angular stones. There is a possible entrance in the E wall, and the lower (front) side is
revetted. There is a possible small platform to one side c 1.5m in diam.
Site: 166, NGR: 91930762, SMR: NG90NW0223. The tumbled and moss / bracken covered
remains of a roughly squarebuilding, possibly a later hut, or part of the primary building
which was probably the original dwelling house. Size c 4m x 4.5m external. Apparently
separatedfrom Site 165, a smaller hut, by a cobbled areac 1m wide and 4m long, (the width
of the whole structure).
Site: 165, NGR: 91930762, SMR: NG90NW0223. The tumbled remains of a small hut, c
1.1m x 1.5m internal. Editors note: This site, and 166 would benefit from revisiting, as they
were recorded at the end of a long wet day. The clearing away of loose moss and bracken,
might reveal the full extent and nature of any primary building or buildings.
Site: 310, NGR: 91830751, SMR: NG90NW0104. An enclosure wall, or possibly a
bolUldary wall, closing the narrow gap of c 11m betweenthe Cnap an t Sear outcrop and the
main hill-slope. Partly formed by a line of large boulders, and partly by a stone and earth
bank.
Site: 91, NGR: 91800763, SMR: NG90NWO174. The remains of a hollowed out
rectangular building, c 6m x 3m overall, consisting of heavily bracken covered stone footings.
There is evidence of a dividing wall within the structure. The building sits high up on a south
facing slope above the bay.
Site: 74, NGR: 91800770, SMR: NG90NWO188. A substantial field system as identified by
a group of features comprising: a field or enclosure system, areas of lazy beds, clearance
cairns, and an enclosing outer wall. The site was not fully surveyed and recorded as it was
some distance inland and away from the main survey area.
Site: 381, NGR: 91770752, SMR: NG90NW0239. A cleared landing place c 17m to the
half tide level and 3m wide.
Site: 380, NGR: 91750754, SMR: NG90NW0238. A substantial cleared landing place, with
room to haul out boats onto the grass above the beach.
Site: 75, NGR: 91650764, SMR: NG90NWO187. A pit or scoop on a steeply sloping site
adjacent to a wall. May have been a source of material for the wall.
Site: 76, NGR: 91650764, SMR: NG90NWO185. An enclosing dyke running parallel to a
burn. The dyke follows the burn down from a level area about 70m above sea level to the
beach.
Site: 77, NGR: 91650765, SMR: NG90NW0186. A pit or scoop nearby to Site 75, similarly
adjacent to the wall.
Site: 381, NGR: 91600760, SMR: NG90NWOl83.

A cleared landing place.

Site: 78, NGR: 91580759, SMR: NG90NWO184. The remains of a rougWy built circular
hut, c 3m in marn, with stone walls standing to c 1m in height.

AIIt Mhogh Sgeir

The areacoveredby this nameis focussedon a smallfluvial delta,with two streamsdividing
it into threeparts. The coreareais roughlyrectangularin shape,c 150mwide x 50mdeep,on
which thereis a settlementanda fishing station. Therearea few additionalsiteslying
outwith the core area.
The coreareahasbeenimprovedandappearsto be quite fertile, but is coveredby rampant
brackenin the summertime,maskingall of the structuresandfeatures.
It is a multi period areawhich mayhavebeenusedover a longperiod of time. Someof the
structuresshowevidenceof alterationandre-use. Strangely,we haveto datenot found a
singlehistoricalreferenceto this place.
Fifty four structuresand featureswererecordedin the corearea,and a plan of this areawas
drawnup at a scaleof 1:1,000.
The structures and features comprise: a jetty and severalareas of cleared beach, the wall
footings of a row of buildings on the immediate foreshore, the wall footings of two larger
buildings set well back from the shore, one measuring 9m x 4m and the other 20m x 5In, eight
rectangular or sub-rectangular flat areas roughly 9 to 12m square which may have been either
cultivation plots or net drying greens, several small structures which may have been
temporary dwellings or storage facilities -three were substantial and constructed within and
using stones from the previous buildings -of the eight other structures, four were rough stone
alignments using large natural in-situ boulders as part of their construction, several platforms
and other features of unidentified use, and two areas of lazy beds and other cultivation
remains.

On a separateexpeditionto look atthe woodlandshigherup on the slopesbetweenCaolasmor
and Coire MhoghSgeir,two sheilingswere discoveredin Coire MhOghSgeir. Theywere
briefly recordedand awaitmore detailedsurvey.
Site: 206, NGR: 91010802,SMR: NG90NWO050. The low stonewalls of a small
enclosurec Smin diarn, in brackeninfestedground,high up in Colle MhOghSgeir.
Site: 205, NGR: 90980801,SMR: NG90NWO049.The squareshapedstonefootingsof a
shellinghut, c 2m x 2m internal,on a brackencoveredmadeup mound,high up in Coire
MhoghSgeir.
Site: 203, NGR: 90940798,SMR: NG90NWO047.The low stonefootings of a sheilinghut
setinto the slope,c2mx 1.5minternal,possiblyfor storage.Part of a largergroupingof
structures.Brackeninfestedsite.
Site: 204, NGR: 90940798,SMR: NG90NWOO48.The low footings of a small sheilinghut,
c 2m x 1.5minternal. Part of a larger groupingof structures.
Site: 202, NGR: 90860804,SMR: NG90NWOO46.The oval shapedgrasscoveredfootings
of a small sheilinghut, c 1.5m x 2m internal. Closeto site201. An excellentspringrises
from the bankjust belowsites202 and201.
Site: 201, NGR: 90860804,SMR: NG90NWO045.The oval shapedgrasscoveredfootings
of a small sheilinghut, cI. 5mx 2m internal.

Site: 378, NGR: 91550758,SMR: NG90NW0235. The dry stoneremainsof a smallhut,
usingnatural in-situ rock outcropfor part of the walls, c 2.5mx 2m internal.

Site: 377, NGR: 91480756, SMR: NG90NWO236. The dIy stone walls ora small hut, c 3m
x 3m overall. Incorporates several large in-situ boulders into the walls.

Site: 373, NGR: 91460757,SMR: NG90NW0232. A clearedlandingplace,with a single
slipwayleading up to 3 bays for laying up boats.
Site: 375, NGR: 91430756,SMR: NG90NW0234. Thetumbledstonewalls of a roughly
built hut, c 3.4mx 1.5moverall,situatedjust abovethe high watermark.

Site: 376, NGR: 91420756,SMR: NG90NW0233. The partlytumbledroughly built dry
stonewalls of a small hut, standingjust abovethe high watermark.
Site: 95, NGR: 91370754, SMR: NG90NW0178. The remains of a small hut, c 3m x 4m
internal, constructed with a semi circle of boulders, and using a natural rock face as the back
wall. The hut lies c 15m above high water mark.
Site: 371, NGR: 91340750, SMR: NG90NW0230. The remains of a storage platform or
possibly a hut, c 2.5m x 1.5m internal, built using large stonesand in-situ boulders. Close to
a cleared landing place.
Site: 170, NGR: 91320751, SMR: NG90NW0228. The remains of a storage platfonn or
small hut, c 2m x 1m internal, set againstnatural in-situ rock and boulders.
Site: 169, NGR: 91320751, SMR: NG90NW0227. The remains of a small hut, with walls of
large boulders, c 2.6m x 2m internal, with a clear entrance facing the shore. Also set against
natural in-situ rock. There is a possible larder or small storagearea in one comer of the
structure.
Site: 167, NGR: 91310753, SMR: NG90NW0225. A stone built hut, c 3.5m x 2m internal
with walls still standing to c 1m, also some tumble, built on a rocky bluff some 30m away
from the sea with no direct shore access. Apparent doorway in one comer. Maybe a
building associated with the nearby core settlement, rather than seasonalherring fishing.
Site: 168, NGR: 91300759, SMR: NG90NW0226. The remains of a rough stone built
platfonn or hut base, revetted into the hillside.

Site: 94, NGR: 91300759,SMR: NG90NW0177. An enclosuredyke, possiblya
continuation or extensionto Site 93, alsoan enclosuredyke.
Site: 272, NGR: 91290753, SMR: NG90NW0229. A platfonn. possibly enhanced from a
natural hollow in the hillside, with stonespiled to the downside. Possibly associatedwith
Sitel69, a small hut.
Site: 93, NGR: 91280758, SMR: NG90NWO176. An enclosure dyke which fIlls in the gap
between 2 rock outcrops. Possibly continues as the separatelyrecorded Site 92.

Site: 92, NGR: 91250756, SMR: NG90NW0175. An enclosure dyke, roughly built using
large boulders and visible as a low bank. Length c 50m, with a right angle bend in the
middle.
Site: 140, NGR: 91230751, SMR: NG90NWO063. A small area of lazy beds, c 5m x 5In.
just above the shoreline on the edge of the core area..
Site: 139, NGR: 91230753, SMR: NG90NWO182. The wasted roughly built walls of a
small sub-circular hut, c 2m internal, set on the slope some 15m back from the shore-line.
Site: 141, NGR: 91220751, SMR: NG90NWO064. The wasted remains of a small
rectangular hut, c 2.5m x 1.5m internal, close to the shore-line. There is an apron of
stonework c 1m in height to the lower side, and a small revetted platform below that.
Site: 145, NGR: 91220752, SMR: NG90NWO062. An area of improved ground, cIOm x
10m, interpreted as a possible working area for drying and mending nets.
Site: 137, NGR: 91220755, SMR: NG90NWO180. An apparently levelled sub-circular
platform or structure, c 3m x 2m internal, cut into the slope with an indistinct edge of buried
stones.
Site: 142, NGR: 91210751, SMR: NG90NWO061. The moss and bracken covered remains
of a roughly circular stone built hut, c 1.5m internal, cut into the slope beside the eastburn,
and with an apparententrance in the SE side. Also close to the shore-line.
Site: 138, NGR: 91210753, SMR: NG90NWO181. The tumbled remains of a sub.
rectangular hut, c 4m x 2m internal, with walls remaining to .5m in height. A substantial ash
tree has established itself inside this structure.
Site: 322, NGR: 91200753, SMR: NG90NWOO69. A linear feature, being a double sided
earth bank, c.5m in height, close to the side of the un-named eastbum. It may have been
constructed as flood protection, or representing the side of a trackway leading up out of the
settlement.
Site: 103, NGR: 91190750, SMR: NG90NWO079. The remains of a small rectangular
building, c 5.2m x 3.6m external, sitting on its own on the west side of the eastburn, on a
built up platform above the shore-line. The walls stand to c .4m. and are .8m wide at base.
There are 2 possible entrances.
Site: 104, NGR: 91190752, SMR: NG90NWO077. A rectangular structure, c 5.6m x 3.3m,
in the form of a low level platform, with stone revetment, and possible stonework under the
long walls. Also evidence of a back ditch. Possibly the platform for a timber shed.
Site: 106, NGR: 91180748, SMR: NG90NWO080. The cleared landing place to the east
side of the jetty, measuring c 15m wide and 1m deep. It appearsto have been deepenedby
cutting into the shoreline. A further cleared area immediately adjacentto the jetty is c 4.6m in
width, and also appearsto have been deepenedinto the shoreline. Possibly the material
arising from the deepening work was used to create the raised platforms at the top of thejetty.
A few obvious large boulders at the top of the cleared landings were used as tying up or
hauling out points.

Site: 105, NGR91180151, SMR: NG90NWO018. A possible boat naust at the top of Site
1060 The feature is c 1.6m long, 202mwide, .1m deep, and curves slightly, making it possible
that it is an enhancedold run of the burn used a nausto
Site: 232, NGR 91180752, SMR: NG90NWOO72. A roughly circular clearance cairn, c 3m
diam and .5m high, closely associatedwith Site 231, (lazy beds).
Site: 323, NGR: 91180752, SMR: NG90NWOO68. A circular paved platform at ground
level fronted by a single row of stones revetting the down-slope, c 3m in diam.
Site: 136, NGR: 91180753, SMR: NG90NWO070. A small clearance cairn built up against
a smooth rock outcrop.
Site: 126, NGR: 91180757, SMR: NG90NWO055. A platfonn or possible base for a
temporary structure, c 6.4m long x 2.4m wide and .6m in depth. Lined at outer edge with
random stones. Situated well above the main settlement and close to the Ant Mhogh Sgeir.

Site: 231, NGR: 91170753,SMR: NG90NWO071.2 apparentlazy beds,c 2m wide and
10mlong, anda doublesidedbank,c 10mlong, runningoff at right anglesfrom the foot of
the 2 lazy beds,with a clearedlevel areaof groundin the angleof the 2 features.
Site: 101,NGR: 91160148,SMR: NG90NWO053.Thewastedremainsof a substantialpier
orjetty. Total length32m, with a slight dogleg. Built from largeboulders,all coveredin
seaweed.The max height of the mainjetty is c 1.2m,andthe average1m. Thereis also
evidenceof an earlierjetty in the form of a straightline bouldersettingc 5mlong. The dog
leg is c 12mlong, andendsin a wall at right angles,only exposedat low water. One section
of this dog leg is c 2m high for 1.5mof length. This appearsto be an adaptationof the older
jetty.
Thereis a working area,c 4.5mwide on top of thejetty, seenasa grassyareatoday, with a
tumbledretainingwall to the westside.
Site: 130,NGR: 91160750,SMR: NG90NWO087. A linear featuremadeby 2 settingsof
stonesfonning the northand southsidesof a flat working area,Site175.
Site: 108,NGR: 91160750,SMR: NG90NWOO81.The eastmost of a row of buildings
which lie parallelto and immediatelyabovethe shoreline. The building is rectangularin
shape,c 4.5m long and 3.8mwide internal,with the footings only remainingasa singlerow
settingof stones.Grassand brackencovered. May havebeenthe basefor a timberbuiding.
Site: 175,NGR: 91160750,SMR: NG90NWO076.A clearedpossibleworking area,
trapezoidalin shape,c 14mx 12m,boundedby stonesettingson 3 sides. Sites108and 109
are immediatelyadjacent.
Site: 109,NGR: 91160750,SMR: NG90NWO073.The mossand brackencoveredstone
footings of a building, c 9m long and3.9mwide external,in the row of buildingsjust above
the shore-line. Sits betweenSites108and 110. The north sideis slightly revettedinto the
slopeandan opening,c 1.1mwide leadsinto a depression,c 3m long and 2m wide, whichis
recesseddeeperinto the slope.

Site: 171,NGR: 91160750,SMR: NG90NWO054.A linear featurebeinga tumbled
retainingwall, supportingthe longraisedplatfonn on which buildingsSitesl08, 109and 110
areconstructed.The featurecurvesoff aroundthe shorelinein an "L" shape.The tumblehas
landedonto the workingareaabovethejetty. Editorsnote: This featuremayhavecontinued
right alongthe shorelineas far asthe Allt MhOghSgeirat onetime, andhasbeenlostto stonn
damage.Similar featureshavebeennoted at Skiary and at Caolasmor,to protectand possibly
raisethe edgeof valuableland immediatelyabovethe shoreline.
Site: 131,NGR: 91160751,SMR: NG90NWO052.The brackencoveredwastedremainsof
a dry-stonebuilding, c 2m x 1.5minternal,and 3.7mx 4.6mexternal. Possibleentrancein
SE. Probablya temporarydwelling hut or store,from its internalsize. It is thoughtthat it
may overlayan earliermore complexstructure.
Site: 125,NGR: 91160755,SMR: NG90NWOO56.A curvedsettingof substantialangular
boulders,c 9m in length,forming a linear feature. May havebeena retainingwall for a
trackwayor for ductingwater.awayfrom the areabelow.
Site: 176,NGR: 91150748,SMR: NG90NWO074. A clearedlandingplace,2mto 3m
wide, which mayalsohavebeena fonner courseof the Allt MhOghSgeir.
Site: 111,NGR: 91150749,SMR: NG90NWO083.Thelarge stoneand boulderfootingsora
building, c 5.4mlong x 3.5mwide internal,in the sameline of buildingsas Sites108, 109and
110,but setbackby c 2m, also slightly cutinto the slopeon a platform deeperthanthe actual
building. Apparententrancesin the W and N walls. Thereis a small curving ramp atthe SW
comer,and largebouldersretainthe cut slopejust to the W of this building. May havebeen
a furtherstructureadjacenton the westside.
Site: 110, NGR: 91150749, SMR: NG90NWO082. The moss and bracken covered tumbled
remains of a substantial building, c 4.2m x 4.2m internal, in line and abutting building
Site109. Sizeable stonesused in the footings, which remain to .6m high and .8m wide.

Site: 115,NGR: 91150751,SMR: NG90NWO059. The tumbledbrackencoveredfootings
of a smallrectangularbuilding, c 4.7mx 4.3mexternal. This building is just N of SiteI 14,
and abuttingSite128.
Site: 129, NGR: 91150751, SMR: NG90NWOO60. Constructed within Site 128, the tumbled
moss and bracken covered remains of a substantial square shapedhut, c 3.4m by 3.4m. Walls
remain to .9m in height;

Site: 128,NGR: 91150752,SMR: NG90NWO051.The mossand brackencovered stone
footings of a very substantialand complexlong building, c 20.2mx 5.2 atthe N endand 4.5m
andthe S end. Notablenot only for its overall size,but that it is the only building at Ant
MhOghSgeirwith its long axis orientatedN/S. An annotatedsketchplan is appendedto this
report.
Site: 127, NGR: 91150754, SMR: NG90NWO057. A pit, recessedinto the slope, possibly
cut into the bed-rock, c 4m long, 2m wide and 1.5m deep at the back. Bracken and bramble
covered.

Site: 112,NGR: 91140749,SMR: NG90NWO084.A pit, recessedinto a bank, c 2.5mlong,
1.5mwide and .8mdeep. Grassand brackencovered.

Site: 114,NGR: 91140750,SMR: NG90NWO086. A clearedflat working area,grassand
brackencovered,c 9m x 10m,boundedon the W sideby a rising revettedslope.
Site: 113,NGR: 91140750,SMR: NG90NWO085.A grassand brackencoveredflat
working area,c 8m x 10m,divided from the lower working areaSite 114,by a stonyrevetted
slope,andalsoboundedon the E side by a risingrevettedslope. Editorsnote: clearlya lot of
effort was put into the constructionof theseworking areas,which we think mayhavebeen
usedfor the drying and mendingof nets. Polesmayhavebeenerectedon a leastsomeof
theseareas.
Site: 144,NGR: 91140751,SMR: NG90NWOO91.A possibleworking area,c 6m x 5m,
grassand brackencovered,adjacentto the long building Site 128.
Site: 116, NGR: 91140751, SMR: NG90NWO088. The moss and bracken covered footings
or low walls of a small circular shaped hut, c 3.3m external, also using a large in-situ boulder
as one wall. The footings are a single alignment of large stones.

Site: 117,NGR: 91130750,SMR: NG90NWO075.Theremainsof a smallrectangularhut, c
3.6mx 3.2mexternal,setagainsta very largeboulder,(cl.1m high) which actsas onewall.
The stonewalls remainto .8m in height,andthereis an entrancein the SW comer. The large
boulderis on the very edgeof the Allt MhOghSgeir.
Site: 118, NGR: 91130751, SMR: NG90NWO089. A flat grass and bracken covered
working area. c 11m x 10.4m, set into a depression,with banks on 2 opposite sides to 1.5m in
height.

Site: 119,NGR: 91130752,SMR: NG90NWO090.The brackencoveredfootings or low
walls of a substantialbuilding, c 8,9m x 5.2 external,cutinto the slope,and incorporatinga
largein situboulderinto the E wall. Thereare2 compartments,thatto the E measuring5.2m
internal,andto the W 2m internal. No evidenceof an entrancein the south(front) wall.
Editorsnote: havingstudiedthis building on severaloccasions,it is possiblethatthe smaller
W compartment,wherethe walls arehigher,maybe a secondaryhut, and similar to building
Site 157at Inbhir an Dubh Uillt, wherethereis evidenceof the original houseentrancebeing
stoppedup whenthe secondarybuilding was constructed.
Site: 120,NGR: 91130754,SMR: NG90NWO065.The brackencoveredfootings or low
walls of a smallhut, c 4.2mx 2.5mexternal. The hut usesa large in-situboulderasthe back
wall, andthe built walls consistof a singlecourseof roughlypositionedlarge stones.
Site: 132,NGR: 91130755,SMR: NG90NWOI0l. A linear clearancecairn, c 12mlong,
besideSite 121.
Site: 149,NGR: 91120748,SMR: NG90NWO095.A clearedlandingplace,c 2m wide,
situatedjust to the S ofsitel48, and maybe associatedwith it.
Site: 148,NGR: 91120748,SMR: NG90NWO096.A structureof muchtumbledstone,
recessedinto the bankbehindthe shoreline,c 6m long, 3mwide and 2m deepatthe back.
Site: 133,NGR: 91120749,SMR: NG90NW0098. A flat working area,c 15mx 10m,just
aboveSite 148,with a revettedstoneedgeonthe W side.
Site: 121,NGR: 91120754,SMR: NG90NWO066.A working areaor possiblecultivation
plot surroundinghut Site 120,c 20 squarem.

Site: 123,NGR: 91120755,SMR: NG90NWO067.The brackencoveredfootingsor low
walls of a small circular hut, c 2.8minternal,usinga large in-situ boulderasa backwall. An
entranceof c.9m width is in the SW side.
Site: 150,NGR: 91110749,SMR: NG90NWO094.A working areac 12msquare,with a
smallclearancecairn onthe N side.
Site: 146,NGR: 91110750,SMR: NG90NWO093. A largeclearancecairn,c 3m in diarn,
and .8mhigh, sits within the rectangularareaSite 133.
Site: 122,NGR: 91110754,SMR: NG90NWO058. A possiblestructure,c 3m x 3m, in the
fonn of a scoopwithin a raisedareato W of improvedgroundSitel21. Barelydiscemable
surroundsof stonesettingson 3 sides. No visible evidenceof the footings of anybuilding.
Site: 124,NGR: 91100757,SMR: NG90NWO092.A possibleretainingwall at the side of
the Allt MhoghSgeir, on a bend,probablyconstructedto preventflooding of the corearea
below.
Sitel74, NGR: 91090748,SMR: NG90NWO097.A clearedlandingplace,c 6m wide, with
a very large boulderonthe shoreline at the top, makingan ideal tying up point.
Site: 173,NGR: 91070748,SMR: NG90NWO099. The squareshaped,mossand bracken
coveredstonefootingsofa smallhut, c 2m x 1.5minternal. Setagainstlargeboulder,c 1.5m
high.
Site: 172, NGR: 91000743, SMR: NG90NW0100. A possible boat naust in an enhanced
natural rock recessabove the shoreline, c 2.5m wide and 15m long. A substantial spike of
rock at the top end could have been used as the anchor point for hauling up a boat.

Rubha na h-Uigaig
This is a distinct rocky peninsularwith a vety shelteredanchorageto the east,anda more
exposedbayto the west. The eastbay alsohas deepwaterin the lee of the peninsularanda
substantialbeach.a largepart of which hasbeencleared.The eastbay is the most densely
huttedareaalongthe northshore,but therewasno evidenceof anypermanentbuildings.
Above are steepcraggycliffs with remnantsof Caledonianpine, and only one small areaof
lazy bedswas found. Beingcloseto Allt MhoghSgeir,it is possiblethat atthe height of
fishing activities,many of the smallboat crewscampedhere,but landedtheir catchesfor
processingat Allt MhoghSgeir.
Site: I, NGR: 90890743,SMR: NG90NWO189.A possiblecarvedstone,showingcurved
lines on oneface.
Site: 2, NGR: 90880745,SMR: NG90NWO190.A areaof 2 lazy beds,c 1.5mwide and 5m
long.
Site: 3, NGR: 90850746, SMR: NG90NWO191. The moss and bracken covered footings or
low walls of a small oval shapedhut, c 4m wide and 2m deep internal, cut into the slope, just
above the shore line. No obvious entrance.

Site: 226, NGR: 90820740,SMR: NG90NWOO43.The brackencoveredboulderfootings or
low walls of a sub-rectangular
hut, c 3m x 2.5minternal,built on a raisedplatformjust above
the shoreline. Walls crudelybuilt by infilling the gapsbetweenin-situ boulderswith smaller
boulders.
Site: 4, NGR: 90820741,SMR: NG90NW0192. A clearedlandingplace.
Site: 50,NGR: 90810740,SMR: NG90NW. The brackencoveredfootings or low walls of
a substantialhut. c 3m x 2.5minternal. Built on a raisedplatform with the walls beinga
singlesettingof boulders,all c .5m in diameter. Entranceon the shoreside.
Site: 47, NGR: 90760735,SMR: NG90NWOO39.The grassandbrackencoveredlow stone
walls of a raisedcircularhut, c 2m internal. Clearlydefmedwalls to .5m in height. Thereare
the possibleoval footings of anotherstructure,or storageareaimmediatelyadjacentto this

hut.
Site: 48, NGR: 90760740, SMR: NG90NWOO40. A cleared landing place, in effect a
cleared beach, c 45m deep, 8m wide at low tide, and 15m wide at the shore-line. The shore
line is quite straight, somewhatodd in a round bay, and may have been cut back to enlarge the
top of the beach in order to make room for more boats. This is the beach where a heaVy
severely rusted and broken pulley block, with anti reverse ratchet was found.
Site: 49, NGR: 90760739, SMR: NG90NWOO41. A paved rock shelter, C3m x 1.5m, with
small apron. No evidence of a front wall. Could have been covered by a tarpaulin.
Site: 43, NGR: 90740737, SMR: NG90NWO035. The bracken infested boulder footings or
low walls of a small circular shaped hut, c 2m internal diarn, built amongst rock fall at the
base of a small cliff. Uses a number of in-situ boulders in the construction. There is a small
level spacealongside.
Site: 45, NGR: 90740737, SMR: NG90NWO037. The distinctive low walls, being 2 courses
of boulders, ofa small hut, c 1.5m x 2m internal, built amongst the rock-fall below a small
cliff. May have been a passagebehind the hut leading into a small cave, which could have
been used for cool storage.
Site: 44, NGR: 90740737, SMR: NG90NWOO36. The low walls of a small hut built
amongstrock-fall at the base of a small cliff. The method used was to infill the gaps between
in-situ rocks with low stonewalling. Very difficult accessinto this hut and hut Site 43 due to
the entangled branches of a large bird cherry.
Site: 41, NGR: 90740735, SMR: NG90NWOO33. The grass and bracken covered footings
of a circular hut, c 2m internal, crudely built into what appearsto be the top of an outwash
mound left by the small burn which runs through this area.
Site: 42, NGR: 90730736, SMR: NG90NWO034. A bracken covered circular platfoTnl
structure, c 3m in diam, with crude stone revetment at the front.
Site: 46, NGR: 90450736, SMR: NG90NWO038. The possible base of a hut setinto the top
of an outwash mound. May have been robbed out to build the more substantial hut Site 47
close-by.

Site: 30, NGR: 90700726, SMR: NG90NW. A substantial square shaped hut, c 2m x 2m
internal, situated to the west side of the peninsular, crudely built with large stones, but
unusual in that one wall remains to a height of 1.51n,and the floor of the hut is paved with
flag-stones, the largest being c 1.lm x .9m in size. Entrance to NE. Also a possible storage
area c 1.5m x 1m just to the S of the hut.
Site: 40, NGR: 90680723, SMR: NG90NWOO32. The low moss and bracken covered
footings of a possible oval shapedhut, c 3 .5m x 1.5m, setinto the lee slope of a small knoll.
The front wall is of earth and stones, probably excavated from the slope. This structure is
quite different to most of the huts found, and could be of a different period and use.
Site: 37, NGR: 90650727, SMR: NG90NW. The moss and bracken covered tumbled walls
of a substantial rectangular shapedhut, c 3.5m x 1.5m. Built using a single setting of large
stonesto infil1 the gaps between in-situ boulders. Close to hut Site 30.
Site: 39, NGR: 90650728, SMR: NG90NWO031. A cleared landing place, c 4m wide at the
top. This is a very boulder strewn beach area, and very exposed to westerlies, but it appears
that there has been some moving around of boulders, possibly to create space for a boat to be
pulled out onto the land. There is also a small cairn on the rocks nearby, possibly modem. but
there is no obvious sign of picnicking or camping fIfes nearby. There is also a possible small
platform above the boat pull-up, and c 4m of rough wall, which has no obvious purpose.
Site: 38, NGR: 90610728, SMR: NG90NWO030. A rough platfonn structure, c 4m x 1.5m,
set amongst rock-fall below a cliff. There are a few stones clearly set on top of other stones
between the in-situ rocks, indicating some structure to the platfonn.
Site: 320, NGR: 90510726, SMR: NG90NW0130. The bracken covered single stone
footings of small circular shapedhut, using a large in-situ rock to form the back wall.
Site: 319, NGR: 90490726, SMR: NG90NW 0129. A cleared landing place, c 2m wide at
the top, narrowing to 1.5m lower down the shore.
Site: 318, NGR: 90490726, SMR: NG90NWO128. A structural platform c 2m in height, and
3m x 2m, built up off the beach using flat stonesto form the floor.
Site: 162, NGR: 90490723, SMR: NG90NW0220. The much tumbled bracken infested
stone footings of a small hut, c 2m x 1.3m internal. Uses an in situ boulder in one wall.
Possible entrance in SE.

Allt Gormaig
This is an area of steep rocky shore-line, with small bays in between, all with cleared landing
places, and one or two huts. At the foot of the Allt Gonnaig there is a fluvial fan with several
small but substantial scattered stone buildings, and a small amount of cultivated ground. The
walls of all but one of the buildings still stand in some casesto wall head height. There are
also a few roughly built huts, but none of the better buildings show signs of adaptation or reuse. Isolated from these buildings, nearer to the shore, sits the only other substantial building
we found that has its long axis running N / S. It may have been a byTe, as it has a small
extension at its N end which might have been a dairy. There is a possibility that the buildings
in the core area may have been sheilings, possibly for the larger settlement of Caolasmor,
which lies c .5km to the west, with a very inaccessible and steeprocky shoreline in between.

Site: 388, NGR: 90210712, SMR: NG90NWOl27. The bracken covered oval shaped
remains ofa small hut, c 2m x 1.5m internal. Distinct walls remain on all sides to .5m in
height built of rough stone, and recessedinto the slope. Possible entrance to SE.
Site: 387, NGR: 90200712, SMR: NG90NWOI26. A cleared landing place, c 2m wide, on a
short steepbeach.
Site: 386, NGR: 90160713, SMR: NG90NWO125. The moss and bracken covered low
stone built walls, of a roughly rectangular hut, c 3m x 2m internal, situated c1Omabove the
shore-line on a steep grassy spur. The hut sits on a platform supported by a well constructed
retaining wall c 1m in height. Possible entrance in SE comer.
Site: 384, NGR: 90100780, SMR: NG90NWO123. A sheltered cleared landing place,
protected by a rocky islet. It is in the fonn of a small cove, with 2 cleared entrances,and is c
28m wide at the top, with both entrancesbeing c 2m to 3m wide.
Site: 385, NGR: 90080707, SMR: NG90NWO124. The moss and bracken covered low stone
walls of a rectangular hut, c 3m x 1.5m internal, built on a platform recessedinto the slope.
Site: 383, NGR: 90070706, SMR: NG90NWO120. The moss and bracken covered low
stone walls of a square, c 3m x 3m hut. Seems open to one side.
Site: 97, NGR: 90060706, SMR: NG90NWO121. The bracken covered boulder footings or
low walls of an oval shaped hut, c 3m x 2m internal. Set against an in-situ crag. Possible
entrance to E.
Site: 382, NGR: 90050703, SMR: NG90NWO122. A possible cleared landing place, c 6m
wide.
Site: 100, NGR: 89900707, SMR: NG80NEO047. A small rock shelter c 60m above sea
level on a sloping terrace. A small section, c 1m long and 1m in height of stone wall closes
off a triangular space under a large flat slab of rock. Possibly a pen for holding lambs.
Site: 84, NGR: 89820702, SMR: NG80NEO072. The remains of a hut, c 4m x 2.5m, built
from large flat slabs, with walls remaining to c 1m in height. Entrance in S wall.
Site: 280, NGR: 89790702, SMR: NG80NEO052. The substantial footings of a rectangular
building with long axis running N I S, c 11m long and 4m wide external. The wall footings
are up to c 1m wide and stand to c.5m high. There is a possible internal cross-wall dividing
off the N third of the building, and there is a small depressionto the N of the N wall, c 2m x
1m, which might have been a dairy.

Site: 281, NGR: 89770704,SMR: NGSONEO051.A shallowstonelined structure,"u"
shaped,c 2m x 1mand .Smdeep,filled in with tumbleandvegetation. Sitsjust to the NW of
building Site 280.
Site: 31(b), NGR: 89740699,SMR: NGSONEO074.A narrowenclosure,closeto the burn
andthe shore,fonned usinga naturalgully, c 1mwide and 8m long, with tumbledwalls at
eitherend, but still standingto .5m in height. Possiblycloseenoughto the shoreto storea
small boatin, or for otherstorage.
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Site: 31, NGR: 89710699,SMR: NG80NEOO73.Theremainsora small boulderbuilt
squareshapedhut, c 2m x 2m, thewalls beingof3 to 4 courses,with a possibleentrancein
the S wall. A boatnaustor pull up is situatedjust to oneside.
Site: 34, NGR: 89730709,SMR: NG80NEOO48.Theremainsof a building. c 4.5mx 3.5m
external,with substantialwell built walls, c 1mto 1.2mwide, and standingconsistentlyto 1m
high. The entranceis in the SEcomer,partially blockedby somefallen stones.Thereis a
linear stonesettingdividing the building inside into 2 parts. A wattle divider mayhave saton
this stonesetting. Thereis no evidenceof a pavedfloor, but thereis a small aumbrayin the
SW comer.
Site: 282, NGR: 89720704, SMR: NGSONEOOSO.Cultivation remains in the form of an area
of bracken covered lazy beds, cl8m long x 8m wide. Elongated clearance cairns, c 6m x 2m
at the SW comer and similar at the NW comer.

Site: 35, NGR: 89720711,SMR: NG80NEO049.The substantialremainsof a building
similar in constructionto Site 34, situatedfurther up the slope,besidethe bum. It is c 5.5m
long x 4m wide external,with well built walls of stonec 1mthick, standingto a consistent
level of c 1mto 1.2mandto 1.5mat the N endwherethe building is setinto the slope. There
is an entrancec .6mwide in the S wall. Thereis stonepavingin the N half of the building
which is separatedoffby a settingof elongatedstones,which possiblysupporteda wattle
divider. Thereis a smallnook in the inside wall besidethe doorway. To the W of the
building andattachedatthe N endis eithera secondarybuilding or an enclosure,c 2.5mwide
and 5.5mlong, with no wall onthe S side.
Site: 32, NGR: 89700703,SMR: NG80NEOO75.A singlelazy bed, c 1.5mwide x 20m
long. Therearealsothe remainsof a low wall, c 10min lengthto the E of the lazy bed,
possiblytakingthe stoneclearancefrom the bed.
Site: 36, NGR: 89700709,SMR: NG80NEO079.The substantialremainsof a building, c
4m x 3m internal,with walls c 1mthick, and standingconsistentlyto c 1.25mhigh. The
building sits on the W sideof thebum, well separatedfrom the similar buildings Sites34 and
35. Thereis an E facingentrance,and an internal divisionto the N of the entrance.The walls
haveroundedcomersinternallyandexternally.
Site: 33, NGR: 89680710, SMR: NG80NEO076. Possibly 2 or 3 structures in the outwash
debris and scatteredwoodland to the E of the bum.
Site: 99, NGR: 89660701, SMR: NG80NEOO46. A "V" shapedcleared landing place, each
slipway being c 2m wide and when joined up at the top, c 6m wide.

Site: 98, NGR: 89660701,SMR: NG80NEOO45.Themossandbrackencoveredlow walls
of a smallhut, c 3.5mx 2m internal,on a platform built out onto the shorewhich is c 1min
height. A crag formsthe NW walL andother in situbouldershavebeenworkedinto the
structure.
Site: 197,NGR: 89640698,SMR: NG80NEO041. A low rock shelter,formed by a large
chunkof rock falling into a cleft in the rocks, leavinga spaceunderneath.It is c 1.5mwide at
the entrance,and extendsbackc 1m. It could easilyhavebeenextendedto the front by a
tarpaulin.

Site: 196,NGR: 89640698,SMR: NG80NEO040.A clearedlandingplace,c 3mwide atthe
entrance,wideningto 10mat the shoreline.Thereis a fine areaof grassabovethe landing
place for boatsto havebeenpulled out onto. The rock shelterSitel97 is immediatelyabove
the grassarea.
Site: 195, NGR: 89640698,SMR: NGSONEO039.The brackencoveredtumbledboulder
footings of a smallcircular hut, c 2m in diam internal.
Site: 194,NGR: 89640698,SMR: NG80NEO038.The brackencoveredremainsof the
footings or low walls of a smalloval hut, consistingof a single settingof boulders. Thereis a
possibleclearedworking areac 4m x 6mnearby,andseveralsmall naturalplatformsfor
storage.
Site: 193,NGR: 89640698,SMR: NG80NEO037.A roughlyclearedlandingplace,c 10m
averagein width.
Site: 200, NGR: 8956069, SMR: NG80NEOO43. The bracken covered footings or low waIls
of an oval hut, c 5m x 1.5m internal. Natural rock outcrop used as the back wall. Rough
stone settings and 2 larger boulders fonn the other sides. Possible entrance in the S side.
Site: 199, NGR: 89540697, SMR: NG80NEO042. A cleared landing place, c 11m in width,
virtually the whole of the beach in this small cove.
Site: 198, NGR: 89540699, SMR: NG80NEO044. A rectangular structure on a sloping
platform extending out onto the beach, c 3.Sm xl.Sm. Incorporates natural rock on one side
with well built walls of stonesto c .Sm in height forming the rest of the structure.

Caolasmor
This is the area around the occupied cottages and buildings, none of which were included in
the present survey. From the public records and other sources,there is some historical
information available on Caolasmor and the people who lived there, certainly relating to the
latter part of the 19th century and the 20thcentury. Caolasmorhas a sheltered bay providing
safe but relatively shallow anchorage with strong currents further out.
Weare aware that there was a focus on fishing activity at Caolasmor at one time, and that a
forester stayed there for several decadesin the late 19thcentury, and a tailor. The forester also
had an assistant at one time. Significantly, there are no temporary huts here.
There is undoubtedly more detailed survey work to be done here, which would not be
complete without exploring the higher slopes for sheilings, boundary walls and peat cuttings.
Site: 277, NGR: 89310695, SMR: NG80NEO055. A roughly constructed dry-stone wall, c
5m long and between 1m and 1.5m high, to the E of building Site 276.
Site: 276, NGR: 89310695, SMR: NGSONEO054. A substantial rectangular building, c11m
long and 5m wide external, with walls standing to 1.5mhigh, of dry construction using
dressedstone. The N wall appearsto have been rebuilt. The S wall has a blocked up entrance
1m wide in the centre. The presententrance also 1m wide is in the E half of the building.

There is no evidence of any internal walls or cl1lck slots, and no evidence of windows. There
is a ditch running behind the length of the N wall. There is a jetty close by in front of the
building and evidence of a made up and revetted terrace in front of the building, continuing W
beyond it. Use of the building may have changed over time.

Site: 278, NGR: 89300694, SMR: NG80NEO056. A cleared landing place, c 20m long and
5m wide, with a line of large boulders foInling a low jetty alongside.
Site: 279, NGR: 89280694, SMR: NG80NEO057. A cleared landing place with possible
boat naust at the top, c 15m long, and 3m wide.
Site: 29, NGR: 89220694, SMR: NG80NEO081. The remains of a large building, c 12m
long x 4m wide of dry stone construction, surviving as a back wall and two gable walls. The
front wall has gone, but there are the footings of another wall running parallel to the main
building which may either be another building or a garden wall. The NE gable survives to 4
courses. There is an entrance in the SE, and an internal division creating a room c 2m x 2.5m.
Site: 30, NGR: 8914 0692, SMR: NG80NEOO80. The remains of a building, c 1m x 3m,
possibly used in the more recent past, as it is partly covered with old corrugated iron and
stone tumble. The outer limits are indicated by possible pad stones,and at the N end there are
small sections of wall remaining.
Site: 28, NGR: 89080686, SMR: NG80NEO082. A structure situated on the wooded
promontory overlooking the valley between Caolasmor and Camasnan Gall. The structure is
a possible shelter set into the natural rock face, the base of which is a level grassed area c
6.5m x 4m. The N edge is formed by large upright boulders set into the slope, with a possible
E entrance.

Corran a Chaolais Mhoir
We have applied this place name to the low lying pasture on the point of the peninsular jutting
out into the narrows, presumably cultivated in the past, although similar to the low ground at
Allt Choire Reidh, in that it is very exposed to westerlies and salt spray, and it is hard to
imagine crops surviving there, even though it looks idyllic on a nice sunny day.
There are only a handful of structures and features in this area, and no apparenthuts.
Site: 21, NGR: 88960669, SMR: NG80NEO083. The remains of a building, c 1m x 2.25m
external, below the cliff on the S side of the wooded promontory, on the back edge of the
grassland. The remains consist of a single visible course of stones,c .25m wide, with one
internal division. The E end of the building is c 1.25m wide, with no S wall~ The central
section has a S facing entrance. To the W of the main building is the feint outline of a
structure c 2m x 2.25m. There are shallow drains to the front and rear of the building.
Site: 26, NGR: 88910658, SMR: NG80NEO084. A stone, c .5m high set on the edge of the
grassy promontory. It is earth-fast, irregular in shape, with no marks on its surface. It has no
apparentuse or significance.

Site: 25, NGR: 88860662,SMR: NG80NEO085.A largecairn onthe W side of the grassy
promontory,aboveHWM, but within rangeof stormwaterasevidencedby seaweedon the
cairn. It is c Smin diarn,with the majority of the cairn stonevisible abovethe grass. There
are2 largebouldersvisible on the cairn. whilst the rest of the stonesare smaller,andall may
havecome from the shinglebeach. On the edgeof the cairnare 3 stonesthat could suggesta
kerb, but thereis limited evidencefor anycontinuouskerbing. It is possiblethat it is a burial
cairn,andthe datingof it would be mostinteresting.
Site: 24, NGR: 88840662,SMR: NGSONEOO86.
A structurein the fonn of a raisedoval
area,c 5.5mx 1.5m,with a slight depression
to oneend. Thereis nothingto suggestwhat it
is, but one thoughtis that it could be the shadowleft by an abandonedupturnedboat. It sits
within the areaof drainedpasture,with visible grassedoverdrainageditchescreatinga
chequerboard
effect.

Camas nan Doth
This is a small grassyindentinto the westside of the peninsularat Caolasmor.Thereare only
threesiteshere,none of thembuildings. This side of the peninsularis very exposed,and
collectspiles of flotsamandjetsam. The translationof this Gaelicnamecould be "the bay of
the scorching",which hasintriguedthe surveyteam. The only scorchingvisible is by salt
sprayto the treeson this side of thepeninsular,which alsohave few lower branches.Thereis
no archaeologyto shedany otherlight on this name.
Site: 23, NGR: 88790673,SMR: NG80NEO087.The siteconsistsof a boat naustjust above
HWM, and anotherareahigherup the shorewherea boatcouldbe pulled up for the winter.
Above this are 3 or 4 platformson variouslevels,the largestbeingc 2m x 8m.
Site: 22, NGR: 88680684,SMR: NG80NEO088.The sitelies atthe back of the deepgrassy
indent,with woodedcliffs on both sides. It is a raisedplatform.c 5m square,definedby cliffs
atthe back on 2 sidesand a scatterof boulderson the other2 sides. Theremaybe a second
narrowplatform abovethe first, setinto the cliff.
Site: 21, NGR: 88630685,SMR: NG80NEO089.A boatnaustandplatfonn, tuckedin
behindEileanCamasnanDoth. The nausthasa smallgrasscoveredlevel platfonn alongside,
c 2m x 2m, anda higherplatfonn above,c 15mx 4m, andan areathat mayhave beencut for
turf at onetime.

Camas nan Gall and Allt Granda
Thesetwo namescovervirtually the samearea,beingto the westof Caolasmor,andlinked by
a narrowvalley, very wet today, but with the remainsof an old raisedpath on the top side.
Camasnan Gall alsorepresentsthe westboundaryof Kinloch HournEstate.Thereareseveral
buildingshereandextensiveareasof lazy beds.
The First Edition as showsa path leadingwestto Conan andArnisdale. BetweenConan
anda point in the lee of A ChisteDhubh,oppositeto the smallislandsguardingthe Inner
Loch,the pathwas built to a high standard,similar to the pathbetweenLochournheadand
Barrisdale. BetweenA ChisteDhubhand Caolasmorthe pathwas not built, but it is still
traceabletoday with somecare.

Thereis a storyrelatingto Camasnan Gall andthe origin of its name.A family from "the
south"is saidto haveabandoneda man,a relativewho was ill, on the nearbydry island of
Eileana GharbLain, presumablyat high tide, not realisingthatthe channelto the mainland
dried out at low tide. This chaprecoveredand built a smallhouseat CamasnanGall, where
he thenlived for manyyears.
The bayrunsvery shallowandis not the easiestplaceto land a boat at certainstagesof the
tide. This could be the reasonfor thenaustsin nearbyCamasnanDoth, whereit is easierto
land. Thereareno apparenttemporaryhutshere.
Site: 274, NGR: 89030716,SMR: NG80NEO053.Themossand brackencoveredtumbled
remainsof a rectangularbuilding on a southfacingslopenearto the lower AUt Granda. The
externalsizeis c 10mx 4.5m. The N wall is cut into the slopeandthereis a doorwayin the
centreof the S wall. The dry stonewalls remainin one comerto c 1m in height,and in
anothercomerto 1.5min height.The interior of the buildingis divided into 3 rooms. Most
probablyusedasa dwelling house.
Site: 83, NGR: 88940697, SMR: NG80NEO071. A small and overgrown disused peat
cutting, with the bank being c 23m long and .5m in height.
Site: 76, NGR: 88820696, SMR: NGSONEO064. A small pit, c 2m x 1m x .5m deep.
Site: 73, NGR: 88770703, SMR: NGSONEOO61. A small clearance cairn, c 1.5m square,
moss and bracken covered, with a semblance of structure to it, in that edging stones are set
vertically on one side. A second cairn Site 74 lies 15m to the west.
Site: 75, NGR: 88750700, SMR: NG80NEO063. An area of 6 ridge and furrow cultivation
remains, c 25m long.
Site: 74, NGR: 88720704, SMR: NG80NEO062. A cairn of boulders, c 2m square and .Sm
high, set on the edge of woodland, which might have some structural significance.
Site: 72, NGR: 88720704, SMR: NGSONEO060. The wasted remains of a substantial
building, situated close to the shoreline, most probably a dwelling house, c 1m x 4m external
and 6m x 3m internal, of dry-stone construction, reduced mostly to footings only, but with
one small section of wall standing to c 1m in height. No obvious internal divisions. There
are several associatedstructures: the footings of an outbuilding on the E gable, c 4m x 2m,
and a boundary wall to the W, rwming up from the shore, which has been used as one wall of
another building, c 4m x 3m, the N wall of which is a large in-situ boulder. There appearsto
have been a secondary smaller building, c 3m x 2m, constructed on top of the primary
building.
Site: 71, NGR: 88720701, SMR: NG80NEO059. A cleared landing place, c 3m wide, on the
gently sloping beach.
Site: 70, NGR, 88700704, SMR: NG80NEOO58. A cleared landing place c 2m wide at the
lower end and c 6m wide at the top, with a setting of large boulders to one side which could
have been used as a jetty.
Site: 80, NGR: 88900711, SMR: NG80NEO068. The slightly raised, turf and stone remains
of the footings of a building, c 10m x 4m, with a gap in the footings at one end and further
footings, c 3m x 3m. and an entrance from the small building into the larger one. The

building is situated on top of a knoll at c 60m above sealevel, overlooking the bay, in bracken
covered ground. A possible dwelling house from an earlier period.
Site: 78, NGR: 88880705, SMR: NG80NEO066. An extensive area of lazy beds, c 80m x
50m, now gone back to wet heathland.
Site: 79, NGR: 88880705, SMR: NG80NEOO67. The bracken covered stone footings of a
small building, c 4m square external, with an entrance on the S side, beside the lazy beds
Site78.
Site: 77, NGR: 88820697, SMR: NG80NEOO65. A low stone and turf enclosure dyke, c
15m long, .15m high on the seaward side, and .25 high on the landward side, and a thickness
of .5m. It is situated at the head of the bay, c 3m above improved ground.
Site: 82, NGR: 88900690, SMR: NG80NEO070. A low stone boundary dyke, c .Sm in
height, on W facing steepslope, folming the E bank of the Allt Granda. Additional coordinates are NG88920701, and NG88900689.
Site: 81, NGR: 88850712, SMR: NG80NEO069. A dry stone boundary dyke, generally to
1.5m in height, well built with a turf cope. Additional co-ordinates are NG 88740705 and
88930718.

Fraoch Eilean
This is the nearestnamed place on the as map to a small area surveyed on the south shore,
about 350m east of the Barrisdale moorings. The site was spotted when idling past in a boat
in 2001. We think that it is most likely the site of a temporary fishing station. Although the
site has naturally deteriorated since abandonment,it is 200m or so off the path to Barrisdale,
and seemsto be more or less as it was when abandoned.
There are no obvious buildings on it, but there is a small pier, with 3 berths for laying up
small boats, evidence of quays, and a curious structure just above HWM alongside the top of
the pier, which appearsto be a naust, but it seemsrather large for that, and has a setting of 3
large retaining boulders across its mouth. To get a boat in there would have required a timber
slipway. It might have been used as a repair dry dock, and the whole site might have beena
boat repairers yard. The site is in a rather exposed position, and there has been considerable
erosion of the landing area due to the sea.
The several platfonns above the landing place have some structure to them. and this is the
second site to be identified with a water channel or lead to divert fresh water from a small
bum down to the platforms. If there were buildings on the site, then they were most probably
of temporary timber construction.
Site: 192, NGR: 87860606, SMR: NG80NEO036. A cleared platfonn. c 8m x 8m, with a
crude revetment wall on the lower side.
Site: 191, NGR: 87860606, SMR: NG80NEO035. A level platform, c 5m x 3m, with crude
stone revetment to the front edge. There is short length of stone wall to the rear of the
platform, c .5m in height, with no obvious purpose, but the lade passesnot far away, and we
wonder if the wall might have supported a sorting and washing table.

Site: 190, NGR: 87860606, SMR: NG80NEO034. A lead, c 15m long and .5m wide. An
artificial water channel leading to platform Sites 191 and 192.

Site:189,NGR: 87860606,SMR: NG80NEO033.A levelplatfonn, c 6m x 4m, crudely
revettedwith stonesto the lower side. A possiblestonesettingonthe platfonn, and possibly
a raisedshelfto therear.
Site: 188, NGR: 87860606, SMR: NG80NEO032. A possible boat naust, boat shaped,c 2m
wide and 5.5m long, basepart covered by stone tumble from the end of the adjacentpier, and
part showing evidence of paving. The nanst is open fronted to landing place Site 187, and the
front edge is retained by 3 well set boulders. As seentoday, a timber slipway would have
been required to haul a boat up over the front boulders. A large pointed boulder is set into the
ground at the "bows" of the naust, and would have provided the winching point.

Site: 187,NGR: 87860606,SMR: NG80NEO031.A clearedboat landingplace,with small
pier alongside,and with a singleclearedchannelleadinginto threetying-upbaysandthe boat
naustSitel88. Thepier is of heavystoneandboulderconstruction,muchwastedby storm
damage,and most probablyhad a working quayon top of it originally. Therealsoappearsto
be anothercollapsedquaybetweenthe first and secondtying-upbays.
Eilean Choinich (Burial Isle)
This small burial isle was first put onto the SMR in 2001 by membersof the surveyteam. It
is joined to the mainlandby a tidal causeway.
The isle extends to c 33m x 22m. The flat, dry and grass covered open area contains 4 small
standing head stones, and one visible horizontal grave slab, and what appearsto be a number
of head and foot marker stones. There are no inscriptions. The whole area is dotted with
small grassy mounds, some of which have stones beneathand some of which are sandy loam.

Thereare2 largewashedout areason the westsideof the isle, still activelyeroding.One of
the erodedfaceswasthe subjectof professionalinspection.No humanboneswerevisible at
the time, but red stainedlayerswere clearlyvisible in 2001 at the sameface. Two of the
smallturf coveredstonecairnshavebeencut by the erosionandthe natureof them canbe
clearlyseen. It is almostcertainthat they markthe positionsof earlygraves,and that several
rows of graves,or at leastthe earthabovethem,havealreadybeenwashedaway. There
could easilybe the remainsof gravesunderthe stonybeach. As evidencedby someof the
wash-out,somegravesat leastmayhavebeencoveredby stonecapping,c .3mto .4m below
the surface.
The first general impression is that there are 9 rows of graves in the flat grassy area, running
N-S, with the graves orientated E-W. There appearsto be effectively a second area of burials
on the isle, scattered in small groups in hollows on the higher rocky ground to the NW of the
main area. The ground cover there is of course grassesand heather.

All of the lower part of the isle wasplane-tabledin April 2002,anda copyof the plan is
attachedto this report. It is very muchhopedto returnto the site andto completethe plane
table surveyof the remaininghalf of the island in the not too distantfuture. It is highly
probablethattherearealsounmarkedgraveson the isle.
Site: 391,NGR: 87170613,SMR: NG80NEO030.Eilean Choinichburial isle. As described
in the notesabove.

Site: 394, NGR: 87150624,SMR: NG80NEO090.An extensiveballastbeachappearsto
more or lesssurroundthe burial isle. Thereare neatrows andpiles of stonesof varioussizes
dottedaroundseveralhectaresof the sandybeachwhich stretchesout into Barrisdalebayand
the channelleadinginto the InnerLoch.
It is understoodfrom local anecdotalevidencethatthe dumpingof ballastwas controlledby
the landowners.Boatswere not allowedto dumpballastwhereverthey wanted. Much more
researchis requiredonthis subject.
Site: 395, NGR: 87350591,SMR: NG80NEO015.The standingbut rooflessremainsof the
QuoadSacraChurchat Batrlsdale. This was alreadyon the SMR, but the opportunitywas
takento updatethe record duringthe 2002 survey.

Analysis
A total of282 sitesweresurveyedandrecorded,includinga numberwhich were for various
reasonsrecordedassinglesitesbut had morethanone type of feature,so the figure of 282
doesnot fully reflectall thatwasrecorded,by maybe20 sites.
Out of interest,the 282 siteshavebeentotalled undereachsite type recognised,andthe
following list in descendingorder of frequency,is the result.
Huts -possible temporaryfishermen'sdwellings or stores
Cleared landing places-of variousad-hoctypes
Buildings -possible dwellinghouses,storesor bYTes
Platforms -inc. smallquays,wharves,and for temp.structures
Clearancecaims ~
Huts -possible sheilings
Cultivation remains -lazy-beds
Working areas-cleared areasof groundpossiblyfor
dxyingor mendingnets,typically c 10msquare
Enclosures-all types
Enclosuredykes -typically roughbuilt shorterfeatures
Structures -misc., unlikely to havebeenroofed. andunassigned
Boundary walls -typically well built longer features
Boat nausts-constructedboatshapedboatstorageplacesaboveHWM
Pits Linear features -typically low earthbanks
Rock sheltersBuildings and huts -possible look-outs
Quarries Retaining walls Leads -trenchesfor ductingwater from a burnto a platform
Cultivation remains -broad rig and furrow
Cultivation remains -improved land, possiblyfor pastureor hay
Carved stonesPeat cutting remains Field systemsSheepfolds~
Piers and jetties StonesCairns -possible burial
Burial islesBallast beachesChurches -

68

41
28
25

22
13
11
10
9
7
6
5
5
5
4
3
2
2
2
2

1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1
1

Some163sitesin total appearto havebeenassociatedwith the seasonalherringfishery dating
to the 18thand 19thcenturies.We haveno evidenceto dateof herringfishing activity in Loch
Hournprior to themid 18thcentury.
Althoughwe found manyexamplesof alterationand adaptationof buildings mostsitesgive
the appearance
of little or no humandisturbancesincethey were finally abandoned.All sites
havesufferednaturaldecayhoweverand somesitescloseto the shorehavesufferedstormwavedamage.
It is not possibleto sayfor surehow many of the 68 possiblefishenIlen's hutswere usedas
temporarydwellings,and how manyas stores. Use couldhavechangedfrom seasonto
season.Severalhuts werepavedwith flags or stones,and at leastonehad a fireplacewithin.

Several were noted to have possible fireplaces nearby outside. Several close to the shore had
numerous scattered pieces of pottery and jars on the beach, and almost without exception huts
were sited close to a small burn for a handy supply of drinking water.

The possiblefishennen's hutsfall into severaldifferenttypesof construction,all built from
stonesor boulders~ thosebuilt insideprimary buildingsusingmaterialrobbedfrom the walls
of theprimary building, thosebuilt of moveablebouldersor stonessetup againstand utilising
one or morelargein-situ bouldersasa back-wall,thoseinfilling suitablyplacedin situ
boulderswith stonesor otherboulders,thosebuilt of stoneon raisedmoundstypical of many
sheilingsites,andthosebuilt of stonesor boulderson revettedplatfonns. Werethesetypes
simplyad-hocaccordingto theresourcesof eachsite, or did they reflect thetraditionsand
skills of the placesfrom wherethe fishermencame? We can only speculateat this stage. We
alsospeculatethat generallywe arelooking at the variouslytumbledremainsof whatwere
very low walls of thesehuts,ratherthan footings. Turf may havebeenusedto plug gaps.
Many of the huts are very small inside but the men who crewed the herring busses out of
Campbeltown in the 18thcentury were small compared to the average height of men today
(Crew members sailing on Campbeltown and Tarbet bussesor with Kintyre birthplace Bigwood 1999).

We havealsospeculatedasto whetherwomenaccompanied
the menduring the fishing
season.Severalof thehutsare built in pairs, in oneplacea small bum separates
two huts.
One for themen andone for the women? Was femalecasuallabourusedfor fish guttingand
packingon the WestCoastin the 18thcentnry,or was it an all maleaffair? The bussesgutted,
packedandcured onboard,whichwas almostcertainlyall male, but thereis evidenceof
generalcargovessels,not registeredasherringbusses,working in the autumnand early
winter at the WestCoastherringfishing in the 1750's,and of having"shorebased"operations
on Isle Martin (The peggiesandMary -Brig of Campbeltown 1753-1762 -Bigwood 1999).
The clearedlandingplacesgenerallyreflectthe natureof the beachesor covesthatwere
cleared.The larger gentlyshelvingpebbledbeaches,tendto be more comprehensively
cleared,particularlywhere sucha beachoccurswithin a shelteredbay, whilst the steeper
rocky covesfrequentlyhaveshorterandnarrowerslipwaysonly usablecloseto high tide.
Possiblymanysmallercatchingboatswere left out onmooringsmost of the time, only being
broughtashorefor maintenanceandrepair, or in stormyweather. All variety of landing
placeswere found, andquite frequentlywith oneclearedslipway leadingup to severalplaces
wherea boat couldbe beachedor pulled up aboveHWM.
The buildingsfound also showa varietyof type. Someremainsappearto be tile footingsof
possiblecreelhouses,whilst tile walls of otilers remainstandingto wall headheight. Someof
tile footingsfound, particularlyat Allt MhoghSgeirmay well havebeenfor temporarytimber
buildings. Only two buildingswerefound wherethe long axis was end onto the sea.One at
Allt MhOghSgeirand one at Allt Gormaig. The remainsofbotil oftilese buildingsare
reducedto footingsonly, and mayhavebeenrobbedout for laterbuildings. We found no
evidencein anybuilding of crockslots.
Many of theplatformsrecordedappearto havebeensmallquaysbesidelandingplaces,or
usedas smallwharves,but otherswerefound closeto hutsandbuildingsandcouldhave been
usedfor manypurposes.At this point it is worth recordingthat manynaturalplatformswere
noted,someof them fine level and todaygrassy,whichwould havemadeexcellentpitchesfor
tents.Fewerthana handful of theseplatformswererecordedduring the survey.

Some 11 possible sheiling hut sites were recorded. These fell into two groups -low level
near to the Ant Cone Reidh, and at high level in Corle MhOgh Sgeir. All of the sites were
heavily infested with bracken and none were cleared for detailed recording. The sites in
Cone MhOgh Sgeir were of familiar shapeand fonn on low raised mounds, whilst those near
to the Allt Cone Reidh showed more variety of shapeand fonn, and it was speculated that
some may have been of great age.

Thatfew areasof cultivationremainswere foundcameasno surprisebearingin mind the
natureof the terrainand lack of cultivableground. The one big surprisewasthe discoveryof
a sophisticatedandquite extensivefield systemat Cnapant-Seir. Only two largerareasof
lazy bedswerefound, oneaboveCaolasan Loch Beag,andthe other at Camasnan Gall. All
of the otherstendedto be small,and at Allt Gormaiga singlelazy bed was found. The beds
were all in the regionof c 1.5to 2m in width. with a maximumheightdifferencebetweenthe
bottomof the furrow andthe top of the bed of about.5m.
The possibleworking areasfoundwereof considerableinterest. Without exceptionthey were
found closeto the fishermen'shuts, or in the caseof Allt Mhogh Sgeir,closeto larger
buildingsaswell. It seemsas if a lot of work wentinto the constructionof theseareaswith
someof them beingrevettedon one or more sides,andsomewith banksto one or more sides.
They all seemto havebeenmeticulouslyclearedof stones,and it is our speculationthatthey
weregreensfor the drying and mendingof nets. OneintrigUingpossibility at Allt MhOgh
Sgeir,wherethereareno morethana few sq m of cultivationremainsin evidence,is thatthe
fishermenlevelledareasof lazy bedsto maketheir greens,after the primary settlementhad
beenabandoned.Only excavationcould determinethis andalso whetheranyof the greens
hadpoleserectedonthem.
The few enclosuresfound showedgreatvariety, from smallfields downto tiny anima]pens.
Walls alsoshowedgreatvariety, from crudealignmentsof bouldersto very well built stone
walls with turf copes,with a few stoneand turf dykeswith ditch alongside.Two pits were
found in associationwith a wall, presumablyborrowpits.
Thepier at Allt Mhogh Sgeirrequiresspecialmention,dueits shearsize,andthat it appears
to havehad an earlier smallerversion. A greatdeal of effort was put into its construction,and
it would no doubthavebeenevenmore substantialin its day,andmost probablypaved,as it
hasa substantialquaybuilt at right anglesto the mainpierjust abovethe low watermark.
The burial isle, Eilean Choinich,in BarrisdaleBay, is coveredin somedetail in the Gazetteer
notes. It is thoughtto be an earlycatholicburial place. Thereareno inscriptionson anyof
the few gravestones.The turf coveredsmall cairnsarewe believegravemarkers,but the
moreplentiful small turf coveredearthenmoundsaremore of a puzzle. Are they all or just
someof themgravemarkers?Are someof themfertility mounds,or could someof them
havedevelopedaroundthebasesof woodencrosseslong sincerotted away? The isle is
activelyerodingonthe westside,but expertopinionis that it is impracticaland possibly
inappropriateto try to haltthis naturalprocess. Thereis no humanskeletalmaterialin
evidence.
The realisationthatthe beachsurroundingthe burial isle had in all probability been
extensivelyusedasa ballastbeachcontinuesto intrigueus. Thereare undoubtedlymany
naturalboulderslying around,but far too manystonesof a handleablesizearepiled up in
heapsor in neatrows, with clearareasof sandbetweenthem, for this to be a natural
phenomenon.The ballastareacoversseveralhectares.We surmisethat shipscoming in with
relativelylight cargoesof barrelstavesand salt,werealso in ballast,andhad to unloadthis in
orderto take on cargoesof herring.

Conclusions
In additionto the NOSAS surveyin April 2002,the coast-linebetweenCaolasmorand Corran
has beenwalk-oversurveyed,andthereare only threeobvioushuts alongthat sectionof the
coast. The footpathbetweenLochoumheadand BarrisdaIehasalsobeenwalked on several
occasions,andthe southshore-lineof the Inner Lochhasbeencloselyobservedfrom the
water on a numberof occasions,with landingsto exploreinterestingplaces. This is how the
smallfishing stationnearto FraochEileanwas first discovered.Very few huts havebeen
noticed. So we areableto saywith someconfidencethatthe main concentrationof whatwe
believeto be herringfishennen'shutsand their clearedlandingplaces,arelocatedon the
northshoreof Inner Loch HoumbetweenKinloch HoumandCaolasmor.
It is well knownthat Amisdalethrived in the 19thcenturyfrom the hening fishing asdid
Skiaty, Caolasmor,andLochournhead,with the majority of the men from thesesettlements
recording"fishennan" astheir occupationin the earlycensuses.Thereareaccountsquotedin
PeterEnglish's book "Amisdaleand Loch Hourn" 2000,of therebeing up to 1,000small
boatsworking the herringin Loch Houm in someyearsin the late I81D
century,andof being
ableto walk from one shoreto the othernearto Skiaty andRunival, andthe samebetweenthe
CrudhArd andEileanTioramat Amisdale,bothdistancesare aboutlKm. It is too earlyto
look critically at theseaccountsandothers,to try to relatethemto the archaeologicalremains,
aswe canhavelittle ideaasto the extentof campingundercanvas,accommodationonthe
curing shipsor possiblebilleting on shore.
Also along the north shore of the Inner Loch we were surprised to discover several small
f8mls and settlements without names,and without any historical information on them. We
can only speculate that these farms and settlementswere abandoned as a result of clearance
for sheep-runsin the late 18thcentury or early part of the 19thcentury, and after that time they
were taken over by the seasonalherring fishermen. There are relatively few cultivation
remains associatedwith these f8mls and most are small in area, the main exception being the
famlstead at Cnap an t-Seir. It is fairly certain then that the economy of these f8mls and
settlements centred around cattle, goats and a few sheep,and possibly some involvement in
fishing. We also wonder whether some of the settlementssuch as Ant GOfnlaig were post
sheepclearance.

Whethertherewasa period of cheerfulco-existencebetweenthe local residentsof these
isolatedfamISand settlementsandthe seasonalherringfishennenis also speculative.One
canimaginea boostto the economyof theseplaceswhenthe herringbussesarrivedandthe
small catcherboatscamein from all around,with opportunitiesfor tradeand for providing
casuallabour. But theremayalsohavebeena lot of aggravationbetweenthe localsandthe
strangers.Thereis alsothe matterof the considerableinvestmentin the substantialpier and
buildings at Ant MhOghSgeir,andthe arrangement
over tenurewith the landowner. We still
cannotanswerthe questionasto why the fishennen's hutsareconcentratedon the north shore
of the InnerLoch. We also cannotbe surehow far backthe settlements,the famlSandthe
fishermen'shutsetc go.
More work in the field andmorehistoricalresearchmay startto answersomeof these
questions.
On the issueof site decayand erosion,only the shore-linesitesexposedto westerlygalesand
stOffildamageare at risk. Most of the damageseemsto havealreadyoccurredlong since,
with piers andshore-lineplatfonnsbeingwell tumbledin exposedplaces,but generallythe
north shoreof the Inner Lochis very stable. Thereis no needfor any conservationaction,but
it might bedesirableto plan-drawsomeof the shore-linesites. The eastsideof thepeninsular
at Caolasmoris eroding,but no archaeologicalsitesthereareunderthreat. Severalsites
elsewhereareunderthreatfrom treesgrowing within them. Thereis no threatfrom rabbits.

Opportunities for further research
Complete the plane-table survey of Eilean Choinich.
2. Clean down a selection of sites without moving any stonesand plan draw.
3. Carty out a detailed survey of the archaeology on the south shore of the Inner Loch.
4. Survey and record the cultivation remains at Kinloch Hourn.
50 Excavate a trial trench through Site 128 at Allt Mhogh Sgeiro

6. Excavateone selectedhut site.
7. Carry out a walkover survey of the hinterland on the north side of the Inner Loch, in
particular to record any boundary features and to look for sheiling sites.
8. Re-visit certain sites surveyed in 2002 to carry out a more detailed survey
9. Survey the possible fish traps noted in Barrisdale Bay.
10. Continue with broad basedhistorical research.
Visit known fishennen' s bothy sites at other locations.
12. Look at possible unrecorded burial sites in more detail, and consider covering these sites
using geophysical survey equipment.
3. Cut down the trees growing within archaeological sites, and take sections for growth ring
counting.

WOODLANDS NEAR LOCH HOURN ARCHAEOLOGICAL

FEATURES

WOODLAND CLASSIFICATION
Within 7 kIn of the easternend of Loch Hourn along the north shore are examples of 5 of the 8
semi-natural woodland types recognised by the Forestry Commission (Forestry Commission, 1994).
These are Mixed Ashwoods, Oakwoods, Birchwoods, Pinewoods and Wet Woodlands.
The National Vegetation Classification (NVC -Rodwell, 1991) recognises 25 woodland and scrub
types and at Loch Hourn there are:
Mixed Ashwoods
W91 Fraxinus excelsor2-Sorbusaucuparia-Mercurialis perennis (rich sites)
Oakwoods and Birchwoods
Wll Quercuspetraea-Betula pubescens-Oxalis acetosella (moderate sites = oak)
W17 Quercuspetraea-Betula pubescens-Dicranus malus (poor sites = birch)

Pinewoods
W18 Pinus sylvestris-Hylocomium splendens (rock faces)
Wet Woodlands
W4 Betula pubescens-Molinia caerulea woodland (poor wet sites)
W7 Alnus glutinosa-Fraxinus excelsior-Lysimachia nemorum (richer wet sites)

mSTORY OF WOODLAND COVER
About 5000 years ago woodland cover in this area is believed to have reached a peak and since then
it has declined due to climate and the increasing influence of man which has been considerable
during the last several hundred years.
To the north eastof the existing woodland above Torr a Choit there are the remains of pine stumps
and some stems from a more extensive pinewood cover. AtNG932084 there are pine stems about a
metre below the current peat level and about a metre further down there are more tree remains.
Outside the new deer fence at NG935081 there are a considerable number of pine stumps. There is
an extensive area that has been worked for peat on the south west side of the river from about
NG933085 to NG93608l. The only area where a small peat bank was found near to the loch was at
Caolasmor.

It appearsthat in the recentpasttherehavebeensurgesof regenerationduring periodsof reduced
grazingpressureand in thesebirch is the dominantspeciesbut in time the proportionof oak (and in
restrictedareasash)shouldincreaseif grazingpressurepermits. Active management
of the
woodlandsis now very slight in comparisonwith the pastalthoughthe grazingpressurestill exertsa
massiveinfluence.
PINEWOODS
Near Loch Hourn are 3 pinewoods (W18) in the Caledonian Pinewood Inventory (Forestry
Commission, 1998) which were originally called "Barrisdale" (Steven and Carlisle, 1959):

1W -abbreviationfor woodlandusedin NVC
2 Fraxinus excelsor(ash)Sorbusaucuparia(rowan)Mercurialis perennis(dogs mercury)Quercuspetraea( oak) Betula
pubescens(downybirch)Oxalis acetosella(wood sorrel)Dicranusmalus(moss-mound) Pinus sylvestris(pine)
Hylocomiumsplendens(moss-creeping)Molinia caerulea(purple moor grass)Alnus glutinosa(alder)Lysimachia
nemorum(yellow pimpernel)

Glen Bauisdale -trees from NG849057 to NG915042
Loch Houm -south side of loch from NG885057 to NG915066 plus on cliffs on north side
Lochoum River -along river and on cliff at NG959057 plus scatteredtrees to NG972033
The Inventory recognises 7 regions and there is little difference between 5 of these and the pine
now growing in central Europe. The scatteredfragments in the South West are different from other
areas but there is little difference betweenthem; the North West group are different from other
areasand there are differences betweenthese larger pinewoods. Although the "Barrisdale" is
included in North Central Region these 3 pinewoods are really different from any others.
It is thought that the North West, "Barrisdale" and South West are the result of separate
colonisation of the west coast by pine which survived the last interglacial somewhereto the west.
This means that the "Barrisdale" genetic resource is unique and must be protected. The origin of
the pines planted in and near to the gardenand near to cottages on the north shore is unknown and
in the long term these should not be allowed to regenerateand should be replaced by stock raised
from seed collected from native trees.
It is probable that there would have beena very small number of pine growing within the
broadleaved woodlands but it is likely that any patchesof pine on the north shore of the loch have
been restricted to the cliffs by natural conditions after the peat started to develop. The amount of
pine timber available for use by man would be very small compared with what was growing on the
south shore.

BROADLEA VED WOODLANDS
Many west coast oakwoods (WI I) have been intensively managed for charcoal3 production and
other species have been removed (so the trees on a W?, W9 and WI? site may appear like WI I but
the ground vegetation should still show the diversity) and there has been considerable planting with
oak which may have come from England or even further away. No charcoal hearths have been
found at Loch Hourn and the oakwoods are more varied although there has been considerable
modification. This modification may be due to selective felling and grazing rather than deliberate
large scale planting but there are records of planting in Glen Barrisdale about 250 years ago.
Overall view of woodland 1km either side of Caolasmor

The westernend of this areais outsidethe archaeologicalstudyareabut is a goodguideto existing
tree coverfurthereast. Only limited groundinspectionof the woodlandhasbeencarried out and
almostnone at high elevations.
Near to the shore on the steeprocky slopesthere is oakwood with birch (WI 1 and WI7) and ash
(W9) depending on site richness but above this, where the slope is more gentle, the area is largely
treeless. Where the slope remains steepdensewoodland can go from the loch right up the slope
and there are oak up to about 200m (WI7). At high levels there is open birchwood with smaller
trees (W 4) and in some places this can come down to much lower levels. Downy birch is a variable
species and sub-speciesare recognised and the tree like fornl will grow with the oak (WI7) and the
shrub one on the wet sites (W4). It is likely that above the birch that there was a fOrnl of high
elevation willow scrub but this has been severelyaffected by heavy grazing and so only isolated
individuals (if any) may now be found. Alder occurs near the burns at low level (W7) and could
grow at higher levels if the site was suitable.

3charcoal-partiallyburntwood whichis usedin the productionof iron
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This largelytreelessbandwith the remainsof a wall throughit is a mystery. It hasquite a number
of holly treesin it which suggeststhat it was oakwoodland. If the wall wasto keepstockin the
low groundthentreesshouldstartjust abovethe wall andif it wasto keepanimalsout of the lower
woodlandsthentreesshouldbe right upto it. Thereare otherwalls further eastwhich do not
appearto be associatedwith woodlandmanagement
and so mustbe for livestockmanagement.
Wheretreeswere coppiced4then it is essentialto excludestockfrom thoseareasto allow the
shootsto regrowbut theremayhavebeentemporarywoodenstructuresor herdingof animalsto
keepthem out of regeneratingwoodlands.
Elm is a component of ashwood but is very rare near Loch Hourn which may be becausethese
ashwoods are rather poor and the sites are marginal or becauseof human activity. No juniper was
seenbut it does occur in the "Barrisdale" pinewoods and may exist on some cliffs or at higher
elevations.

Within someof the archaeologicalstructurestherearesubstantialtreeswhich are of similar size to
the treesnearby. It is probablethat theyoriginatedat the sametime whentherewasa changein the
grazingpressureon the area. This maybe whenthe areawasclearedfor sheepand/orwhenthe
grazingchangedfrom sheepto deer. In someplacestherearea lot of small trees,mainlybirch,
which arepreventedfrom becomingmorethan a metretall dueto grazingpressure.The 2 fenced
enclosuresshowhow treesandthe groundvegetationchangewhenthis pressureis drastically
reduced. Evenbeforethe areawasclearedfor sheeptherewould havebeenfluctuationsin the
grazingpressuredueto domesticanimalswhich would haveaffectedthe regenerationof the
woodland.
Oakwood on promonto~ at Caolas Mor
This is the most accessablewoodland and the most likely to be harvested for charcoal. It has been
intensively managed with the oak and birch (and perhaps even the rowan) being coppiced but it
appears that it may have been managedas coppice with standardss. Management has stopped and
trees are being killed due to competition and some trees have blown over becausethe amount of
available soil is insufficient for such large tall trees. Some blown material is still being utilised for
firewood.
The site is a mixture of deep soil in gullies with shallower soil and rock in between and there is a
mixture of oak and birch with rowan. There are some holly with 2 patches of aspen on the west
edge (aspen regrowth is very susceptible to animal browsing). There may be some hazel in the
wood but it was not noticed and it should have been present which suggestsactive removal.
A Foresterwas recorded in this area in the 19th century censusesand this indicates that this
woodland may have supplied material for many other people living near the shore of the loch.
Trees near to houseswould have been used for fuel but perhapsthe "forester" provided specialist
material for building as well as firewood.
Cliff above bum at Caolasmor

At the bottomof the slopenearthe shorethereis a narrowbandof ashwhich hasbeencoppiced
manytimes. The shootsare thin and bentand maystill be providing firewood to the cottages

4coppice-trees cut at ground leveland thenregrowthcut againat a fixed intervalof yearsto providecropsof small
diameterpoles
5coppicewith standards-part of areacut frequentlyfor coppicebut sometreesgrownto largesize(standards)
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nearby. Moving up the steepslope with large rock slabs the richness of the soil declines and the
woodland becomes oak with birch (occasional hazel) which has been coppiced. Coppicing ceased
many years ago and some trees are blowing over becausethey are too large. There is the remains of
a stone wall some distance above the wood but this stops further east but there are remains of it on
both sides of a small burn (cNG888070).
The small burn is much richer and the tree cover should be an upland ashwood but this has been
modified so that in the past it was a hazel wood on a steepslope. The hazel would have been
coppiced to produce material for making containers etc. but on this steeprocky south facing slope
may have been selected as the most suitable site for producing nuts for food. The wood has been
neglected but there are hazel stems up to O.2mdiameter and coppice stools are over a metre wide
acrossthe slope (not circular as is usual on flatter ground). There are a few large trees over the
coppice which make the woodland look like a mixed woodland but this is misleading and the result
of decadesof no management.

The main burn hasalderalongthe banksnearwhereit entersthe seabut further eastthereis an
admixtureof alder. Betweenthe burn andthe wood on the steepslopethereis evidenceof a flow
of nutrient rich waterthrougha poortreelessarea. This flow is markedby a lot of alder
regenerationwhich is beingpreventedfrom gettingtaller by browsing. A few yearsof reduced
pressurewould allow a bandof alderto becomeestablished.The alderalongthe burn appearto be
of a similar ageand mayhaveappearedduringa limited periodof reducedgrazingpressure.There
area few very large alder which havebeencoppicedmanytimesandthesecould havebeenthe
sourceof seedfor the earlierexpansion.
Cottages at Caola."morNG893069
The patch of alder (W7) has been coppiced in the past and may the result of a surge of new growth
during a period of reduced grazing pressure. It likely that it was more actively managed for
firewood 50 years ago than it is at present.
Allt Mhogh Sgeir NG91.2076

This flatter areanearthe loch hasvery few treeswherethe soil conditionsindicate that goodtree
growthwould be possible.
Torr a ChoitNG925079
The steep slope behind the presentcottage has a range of tree speciesalthough there is a lot of
bracken where there is little tree growth. These bracken areas may be better soils where the trees
were cleared and the bracken domination is recent.

The westernedgeof the clearedareahasa numberof ratherlarge hawthorntreesin a "savannah"
like appearance.This doesnot appearnaturaland hawthornis a very rare componentof the
woodlands.The birch appearto be of a similar ageand might be the resultof a massivesurgeof
regenerationduring a periodof reducedgrazing.
RECOMMENDATIONSON TREESCONCERNINGARCHAEOLOGY
1 -If trees growing in or near archaeological features are to be removed the age of the trees should
be determined by counting the number of rings in a disk cut as near to ground level as possible.

The speciesof tree must be noted and a photograph of the tree should be taken. If it appears that
the tree has been coppiced then additional samplesshould be taken above where it was coppiced.
2 -Ideally a disk should be taken at ground level, 1m and 2m and the age of each one determined
which might indicate that it took many years for the trees to get above the browsing level.
3 -It would be helpful if the diameter of the tree was determined when felled and every 10 years
before that to give an indication of the rate of growth. Forestry measurementsare normally done at
breast height (1.3m) and so measurementsmay be ground level, 1.3m and 2.0m.
4 -As well as photographs of the disks it may be desirable to keep the dried samples for reference
and perhaps adjoining samples (for owner, NOSAS, Historic Scotland and a local museum).
5 -To gain a better understanding of the existing woodlands, sampling of the age of some trees not
near archaeological sites could be carried out. It is not easyto read cores taken out of birch trees
and oak is a hard wood and extracting cores is hard work. There are windblown trees but many fall
over and becausesome of their roots are still in the ground they continue to grow. Sampling should
be restricted to windblown trees which have died or are to be used for fuel (it may be possible to cut
a few standing live trees near to the holiday cottages). A preliminary survey of an area would be
necessarybefore a chainsaw operator obtained the samples. Sampling should include some pine
trees (a tree in Glen Loyne was recently found to be 523 years at breast height).
6 -If someone studies the pollen profile in the peat or studies the peat cutting then it would be
desirable to get several radio-carbon ages for the pine samplesand to determine the age of some of
the trees/stumps.

CONCLUSIONS
The woodlands have been coppiced and some areas may have beenmanagedas coppice with
standards. The composition of the woodlands have beenchanged, hazel increased and decreased,
but there is no evidence of large scale planting and conversion of mixed woodlands to pure
oakwood. There are one or two trees which may have been pollarded6 but there is a young ashtree
cNG944074 which has been broken by a nearby tree falling down and it is resprouting and in due
course this could look like a pollarded tree. The few examples that were seenmay be the result of
some form of damage (including deer or goats)
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6 pollarding-cutting shootsoff treesabovebrowsingheightto yield polesand allow themto regrow
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